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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S MESSAGE

Testing times - but together we shall conquer.
As we usher in a new year, we do so 
under the cloud of a pandemic that 
continues to grip the world. The 
much-feared second wave is 
wreaking havoc in many nations 
and many populations have again 
found themselves subject to severe 
restrictions that keep them 
confined to their homes, distanced 
from their relatives, apart from 
their work colleagues and barred 
from meeting with friends and 
social networks.

While it is easy to think of our 
global health workforce as being 
hardened to the trauma of dealing 
with seriously ill patients, the 
emotional toll is enormous. Having 
to communicate to relatives 
deprived of saying a final farewell 
that their loved ones have passed 
away and operating under the most 
extreme circumstances in stifling 
PPE, our colleagues in front line 
health care are true heroes.

As chiropractors, many of you will 
have been designated essential 
workers, afforded the opportunity 
to provide care for our health 
professional colleagues, members 
of the emergency services and 
those providing other key services. 
As essential workers, chiropractors 
are also there for those whose 
experience of lockdown has meant 
being deprived of proper physical 
activity, resulting in  a surge in 
cases of neuromusculoskeletal 
conditions, and added 
psychological stress and trauma. 

By continuing to provide care, 
chiropractors have also helped to 
reduce the burden on mainstream 
medical services. At the WFC, we 
salute those chiropractors who are 
continuing to serve their 

communities in full compliance with 
guidelines and emergency 
measures.

COVID-19 is presenting continuing 
pressures for association executives 
and other members of the 
leadership teams. Providing advice 
to members in a fast-moving 
environment has been extremely 
challenging, and my 
communications with colleagues in 
association head offices around the 
world have revealed universal 
commitment and outstanding 
efforts to keep members informed; 
we showcase one such example in 
this QWR.

Presidents of educational 
institutions, course leaders and 
faculty at the front line of teaching 
have worked miracles with their 
programs, pivoting to online 
learning and graduating classes 
using virtual ceremonies. We salute 
their efforts and warmly welcome 
those new members of the 
chiropractic profession who have 
successfully completed their 
requirements in an atmosphere of 
adversity and uncertainty.

To those working in examining, 
testing and licensing, we 
acknowledge with gratitude the 
work invested in making necessary 
changes whilst maintaining 
standards. Likewise, regulators and 
accreditation agencies have had to 
ensure that they continue to serve 
and protect the public.

Researchers, both within and 
outside chiropractic, have 
continued to add to the body of 
knowledge so that we may deliver 
better-informed and 
evidence-based care to patients at 
this challenging time. This includes 

chiropractors working as part of 
WHO efforts to synthesize huge 
volumes of data. 

At this time, we also salute those 
scientists who have created a 
vaccine to combat this terrible 
virus, the distribution of which will 
hopefully signal an end to the 
global suffering it has brought.

Perhaps one of the greatest threats 
to the resolution of the pandemic is 
the spread of misinformation, 
which has been pervasive across a 
whole range of media and which 
creates a clear and present danger 
to public health. Chiropractors, as 
trusted health professionals, have a 
moral and ethical obligation to 
reject conspiracy theories and avoid 
behavior that may undermine trust 
in efforts to contain the 
coronavirus.

These are testing times. Never in 
living memory has the world faced 
such a global threat. But there is 
hope. Vaccines are being rolled out 
and mass inoculation has 
commenced. We must stay laser 
focused on continuing to do the 
right thing: hand washing, physical 
distancing and masks. Together, we 
will play our part and we will 
conquer this pandemic. I wish you 
all a safe and healthy 2021. RB  
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WFC NEWS

WFC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Michele Maiers (Interim President) North American Region

Kei Takeyachi (Secretary-Treasurer) Asian Region

Kendrah da Silva African Region

Efstathios Papadopoulos Eastern Mediterranean Region

Gian Joerger European Region

Vivian Kil European Region

Carlos Ayres Latin American Region

Gerald Olin North American Region

John Maltby North American Region

David Peeace North American Region

Holly Tucker North American Region

Andrew Lawrence Pacific Region

OUR PEOPLE

RESEARCH COMMITTEE
Christine Goertz DC, PhD (Chair) USA

PUBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE
Claire Johnson DC, MS, PhD (Chair) USA

DISABILITY & REHABILITATION 
COMMITTEE
Richard Nicol (Interim Chair) Switzerland

SECRETARIAT
Richard Brown DC, LL.M (Secretary General)

Khalid Salim (Finance & Administration Manager)

Sarah Villarba (Administrative Assistant) 

From the Boardroom
The WFC Board of Directors met on October 27, 
2020 and December 1, 2020 via teleconference. 
The meeting was Chaired by WFC President Dr 
Vivian Kil.

Minutes of the previous meeting of the Board, held 
on August 18, 2020, were adopted.

WFC Research Com m it t ee

The Board approved a revision of the Terms of 
Reference for the WFC Research Committee (RC).

It discussed a call for applications to repopulate 
the committee following a number of members 
that had recently stepped down. A subcommittee 
was established to consider the applications.

Meet ing of  Mem bers

The Board was updated as to the outcome of the 
WFC Meeting of Members, a statutory meeting 
held on November 17, 2020 pursuant to the 
Bylaws and the provisions of the Canada 
Not-for-profit Corporations Act. 

The Board was advised that as a consequence of a 
return to membership of the New Zealand 
Chiropractic Association, an election for a second 

director would be required, to be held early in 
2021.

Bylaws

The Board noted revisions to the Bylaws, approved 
by the Members. The revised Bylaws would be 
posted on the WFC website.

Governance

The Board was notified that a review of 
governance was ongoing in conjunction with the 
WFC's legal counsel.

WFC Biennial Congress 2021

The Board was advised that owing to the ongoing 
challenges associated with the pandemic, the 
prospects of being able to host an in-person 
Biennial Congress in Kuala Lumpur were very slim. 
Ongoing travel restrictions, along with the 
moratorium on academics being permitted to 
travel to international conferences meant that  it 
was unlikely with only 11 months to go before the 
scheduled meeting that all logistics would be 
achievable. The Board considered the 
circumstances and agreed that the meeting should 
pivot to a fully online event.
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CONTACTING THE WFC

Writ e t o us:

World Federation of Chiropractic

160 Eglinton Avenue East (Suite 601)

Toronto, Ontario M4P 3B5, Canada

Call us:

+1 416 484 9978

Em ail us:

General enquiries info@wfc.org

Richard Brown rbrown@wfc.org

Khalid Salim ksalim@wfc.org

Sarah Villarba svillarba@wfc.org

NEWS ITEMS

The WFC welcomes news items, digital 
images and feature stories to include in the 
QWR.  Send all submissions QWR@wfc.org. 
Please note all submissions may be subject 
to editing.

QWR ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Full page color US$995

Half page color US$595

Quarter page color US$395

A discount of 10% is applied to orders for 
multiple issues of the Quarterly World 
Report.

The WFC Quarterly World Report is 
published on January 1, April 1, July 1 and 
October 1 of each year. Advertising copy, in 
high resolution pdf or jpeg format, is 
required fifteen days in advance of the 
publication date.

The World Federation of Chiropractic 
reserves the right to decline advertising. 
Inclusion of any advertising in the WFC 
Quarterly World Report does not in any way 
imply endorsement of any product or 
service.

WFC NEWS

WFC reports ?outstanding? global 
response to call for re-population 
of Research Committee

Following recent resignations of members of its 
Research Committee, the WFC has reported an 
overwhelmingly positive response to its call for 
applications to repopulate the committee.

Under the leadership of new Research Committee 
Chair, Professor Christine Goertz, a call for 
applications has generated a large number of 
applications from researchers in four of its seven 
regions.

The role of the WFC Research Committee is to advise 
the Board on matters of science and research 
relevant to chiropractic and to coordinate the 
scientific tracks at WFC Congresses.

In line with the WFC?s policy commitment to equity, 
diversity and inclusion, the call emphasized a desire 
to welcome applications from all geographic regions 
and from those with a broad range of research 
interests.

Commenting on the response, WFC 
Secretary-General Richard Brown said, ?Research is 
the currency of any health profession and 
chiropractic is no exception. 

"We?ve been pleased to see interest from both 
established and early career researchers who want to 
contribute to the WFC?s mission and vision and 
empower us in our work. 

"We know that there are many exciting research 
initiatives in progress around the world, which will in 
turn benefit patients and the public.?

The WFC has established a subcommittee comprising 
Dr Goertz, Dr Scott Haldeman, Dr Michele Maiers and 
Dr Andrew Lawrence who will be reporting to the 
WFC Board with its recommendations.

The new members of the Research Committee are 
expected to be announced in January 2021. 
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WFC Welcomes New National Association Members

Rwanda and the Republic of the Congo are 
among five national associations admitted to 
membership at the World Federation of 
Chiropractic?s (WFC) recent Annual Meeting of 
Members.

At the meeting, held virtually by teleconference 
for the first time as a consequence of the 
coronavirus pandemic, Members considered 
five applications, admitting each of them with a 
unanimous vote.

The new members are the Chiropractic 
Association of Rwanda, Congolese Chiropractic 
Association, Chiroletzebeurg (Luxembourg 
Chiropractic Association) and the Colegio 
Nacional de Licenciados en Quiropràctica 
(representing Mexico). 

In addition, the New Zealand Chiropractors 
Association was welcomed back into full 
membership following a four month hiatus in 
membership.

Voting members of the WFC are national 
associations of chiropractors, whose 
membership size dictates the voting eligibility. 
Of the new members, two are in the WFC?s 
African region, with one member each from the 

European, Latin American and Pacific regions.

Secretary-General Richard Brown said after the 
meeting, ?I?m delighted that we?re able to 
welcoming new members from around the 
world. Bringing in new members to the WFC is 
consistent with our vision of a world where 
everyone may enjoy universal access to 
chiropractic so that populations may thrive and 
reach their full potential.

?Africa in particular is the most underserved 
region of the WFC when it comes to 
chiropractic. Huge parts of the continent have 
litt le or no access to any form of healthcare at 
all. 

"Developing chiropractic in Africa, where the 
need for evidence-based, sustainable, 
affordable spine care is so great, is one of the 
WFC?s priorities. While our new associations are 
very small, we owe it to these courageous 
pioneers to support, empower and advance the 
profession.?

The new associations are introduced in this 
issue of the QWR and bring the total number of 
countries represented at the WFC to 94, the 
largest number in its history.

Members vote to revise Bylaws after special resolution

At the 2020 Meeting of 
Members, WFC Member 
national associations voted to 
revise the Bylaws to remove 
non-voting classes of 
membership.

In line with many 
similarly-structured non-profit 
organizations, the WFC Board 
presented a special resolution to 

remove Associate and Individual 
members from  its structure. 

All classes of members, who had 
received a background paper 
explaining the proposal ahead 
of the meeting, voted 
unanimously to support the 
resolution. Despite the move, 
the WFC's system of Corporate 
and Educational Partnerships 

and Individual Supporters will 
continue. 

Secretary-General Richard 
Brown commented, "In reality, 
our partners will not notice any 
difference operationally and we 
look forward to continuing our 
collaborative work with our 
generous supporters, partners 
and friends." 
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WFC NEWS

Rwanda association accepted into membership of WFC

The Chiropractic Association of Rwanda (CAR) has 
been accepted into membership of the WFC.

At the 2020 WFC Meeting of Members, the CAR 
was unanimously elected into membership, 
becoming part of the African region.

President of the CAR is Dr Noella Kanyabutembo, 
a graduate of Parker University. Dr Kanyabutembo 
practices in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda, where 
she works in an interdisciplinary health facility.

In establishing the association and joining the 
WFC, it is Dr Kanyabutembo's aim to develop the 

Dr Noella Kanyabutembo, President, Chiropractic Association of 
Rwanda

chiropractic profession in Rwanda by establishing 
an educational program and working to make 
chiropractic services more available to the general 
population. 

The WFC welcomes the CAR into membership and 
looks forward to providing support and 
empowerment in the years ahead.

Rwanda: Fact File

- Is a landlocked country just south 
of the equator in central /Eastern 
Africa, known as  "the land of a 
thousand hills."

- Bordered by Uganda, Tanzania, 
Burundi, Democratic Republic of 
Congo.

- Population 12.3 million (2019 est).
- Capital: Kigali
- Languages: English, French, 

Kinyarwanda, Swahili.
- Healthcare: government spending 

on healthcare and more than 
doubled since 1996.Finance and 
management of health devolved to 
local communities. Maternal 
mortality and communicable 
diseases remain a significant issue.

- Economy: Based mostly on 
subsistence agriculture (90% of the 
working population), mining and 
tourism.
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Republic of the Congo: Fact File

- Is located on the western coast of 
Central Africa

- Bordered by Gabon, Cameroon, 
Central African Republic, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

- Population: 5.2 million (2018 est), 
concentrated in the south-western 
area

- Capital: Brazzaville
- Languages: French but 62  spoken 

languages are recognized.
- Healthcare: There is a high level of 

malnutrition and malnourishment. 
The maternal mortality rate is 560 
deaths per 100,000 live births and 
the infant mortality rate is 60 
deaths per 1000 live births.

- Economy: Mixture of village 
agriculture, handicrafts, and 
petroleum.

Republic of the Congo association joins WFC

The chiropractic association of the African 
nation of the Republic of the Congo, the 
Congolese Chiropractic Association, has been 
accepted into membership of the WFC. 

Attendees of the WFC's biennial congresses will 
recall hearing moving stories of Sister Dr 
Bridget Yengo and Sister Dr Anne Marie 
Diahoua, chiropractors running an orphanage 

in Congo's capital city, Brazzaville.

Sister Anne-Marie (Life West '13) is the President 
of the Congolese Chiropractic Association, with 
Sister Bridget (National University of Health 
Sciences '87) as Chief Staff Officer.

The WFC is delighted to welcome the Congolese 
Chiropractic Association into membership.

Sister Bridget Yengo
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Luxembourg joins WFC as newest European member

WFC NEWS

Luxembourg: Fact File

- Officially known as the Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg, is a land 
locked country in western Europe

- Bordered by Belgium, Germany, 
France.

- Population: 0.63m
- Capital: Luxembourg City
- Languages: French, German and 

Luxembourgish.
- Healthcare: According to WHO, 

healthcare spending on behalf of 
the government exceeded $4.1bn 
($8182 per citizen). Health 
insurance is compulsory and there 
is a free choice of healthcare 
provider for patients. 99% of the 
public are covered under the state 
healthcare system.

- Economy: Banking, steel and 
industrial sectors. Highest per 
capita GDP in the world.

Chiroletzebuerg President, Dr Sandy Dargère

The national chiropractic association of 
Luxembourg, Chiroletzebuerg, has been 
unanimously accepted into membership of the 
WFC. 

As part of the WFC's European region,  
Chiroletzebuerg has just 7 members, yet boasts 
an enviable number of chiropractors per capita 
(1:90,000).

Established in 2004, the founding members of 
Chiroletzebuerg were Dr Louise Stephany, Dr 
Marie Christine Cousin and Dr Bernard Carniel.

While there is no dedicated legislation for 
chiropractors in Luxembourg, the profession of 
chiropractic is recognized and is legally practiced 
pursuant to general law.

Chiroletzebuerg is a member of the European 
Chiropractors' Union.

The President of Chiroletzebuerg is Dr Sandy 
Dargère, a 2010 graduate of IFEC in Paris, France. 
He has worked in Luxembourg since 2017 and 
runs a multidisciplinary clinic.
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New WFC national association member for Mexico

Mexico: Fact File

- Is a country in the southern portion 
of North America

- Bordered by United States, Belize 
and Guatemala

- Population 128.6 million (2020 est).
- Capital: Mexico City
- Language: Spanish
- Healthcare: Mexico's medical 

infrastructure is highly rated and is 
usually excellent in major cities but 
rural communities still lack 
equipment for advanced medical 
procedures. Healthcare in Mexico 
is provided by public institutions 
run by government departments, 
private hospitals and clinics, and by 
private physicians. Every Mexican 
citizen of guaranteed no cost 
access to healthcare.

- Mexico is a member of the World 
Health Organization. 

Following the withdrawal from WFC 
membership of the Collegio Profesionaistas 
Cientifico Quiropracticos de Mexico (CPCQM) in 
March 2020, the WFC Assembly of Members has 
unanimously accepted an application for 
membership of a second national chiropractic 
association. 

The Colegio Nacional de Licenciados en 
Quiropractica (CONALQ) was founded in 2010 
prior to gaining Colegio status. However, in 
2017, this status was successfully obtained.

Members of CONALQ are predominantly 
graduates of Mexico's three chiropractic 
educational institutions: Universidad Estatal del 
Valle de Ecatepec (UNEVE), Universidad Estatal 
del Valle de Toluca (UNEVT) and Universidad 
Verecruzana (UV).

Chiropractic in Mexico has grown significantly 
over the past 20 years as a consequence of the 
establishment of chiropractic education. Prior to 
this, there were only an estimated 40 
chiropractors practicing in Mexico, who were 
largely graduates of U.S. educational 
institutions.

Mexico has dedicated legislation governing the 
practice and scope of chiropractic and  statutory 
requirements must be met in order to practice 
legally as a chiropractor.

CONALQ becomes a member of the WFC's Latin 
America Region and is an existing member of 
the Latin American Chiropractic Federation 
(FLAQ).

The President of CONALQ is Dr Marco Antonio 
Orea Sanchez. Currently, CONALQ declares a 
membership of 124. 
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WFC Public Health Committee update

As predicted by public health experts, the waves of 
infections and COVID-19 deaths continue to take 
their toll. The challenge for all healthcare providers 
is to know what to do in practice, especially when 
new information is published every day. To better 
understand what has been happening in 
chiropractic, earlier this year several members of 
the WFC PHC and others published one of the first 
qualitative research papers that described the 
chiropractic response during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The sample covered all 7 WFC regions, 
which are African, Asian, Eastern Mediterranean, 
European, Latin American, North American, and 
Pacific.

This study identified important themes related to 
chiropractic?s COVID response, which included

·Chiropractors established safe working 
environments and prevented spread of the 
infection, which included additional cleaning 
measures, use of personal protective equipment, 
and other prevention procedures.

·Some transitioned to telehealth visits while others 
continued to see patients while complying with 
public health regulations.

·They applied person-centered care by respecting 
patients? preferences and values and provided 
patients with information, including what care was 
available, how to access care, and other public 
health sourced information about COVID-19.

·They observed patients with mental health 
concerns and stress-related physical signs and 
symptoms due to the pandemic, which is 
congruent with WHO observations.

·They collaborated with other health care 
disciplines and by doing so potentially helped to 
reduce redundancy of consultations and provide 
safe and effective care.

·They complied with local regulations and health 
boards and adhered to the recommendations of 
global and national bodies, such as WHO.

The take home message is that even though 
chiropractors in this study were in different 
countries and practice types, ranging from private 
practice to integrated healthcare environments, all 
abided by national and WHO public health 
recommendations. Chiropractors focused on their 
primary duty to serve their patients, staff, and 
communities. They adopted innovative strategies 
to maintain connectivity with patients through a 
people-centered, integrated, and collaborative 
approaches. They served their patients, monitored 
the COVID-19 situation, and responded as new 
public health regulations and information became 
available.

The public health cooperation that they 
demonstrate allows the profession to generate 
greater public trust for chiropractic services and 
allows chiropractors to continue to serve their 
patients. This pandemic has been an opportunity 
for chiropractors to engage as essential health 
care providers in serving individual patients and at 
the same time supporting public health efforts. 
With the challenges that the global population is 
facing with this new virus, it is heartening to know 
that chiropractors support public health efforts 
and continue to provide excellent health care 
service to the world. In spite of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the chiropractic profession remains 
resolute to helping patients and the public.

Regions represented by the study into chiropractors' responses to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7293486/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7293486/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7293486/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7293486/
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WFC hails 'outstanding support ' 
for WSD 'Back On Track' theme

Despite unprecedented circumstances, 
organizers of the 2020 World Spine Day, held on 
October 16 last year, have reported record 
participation.

With a theme of 'Back On Track', World Spine Day 
recognized the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the impact of lockdown 
restrictions on musculoskeletal health in general, 
and spine disorders in particular.

Amid reports of a surge in back and neck pain, 
related to a lack of physical activity, working from 
home in sub-optimal conditions, and effects on 
mental health, 'Back On Track' encouraged 
populations to mobilize their spines and find 
ways to stay active and care for their spines. 

With participants from all spine-related 
professions taking part, the reach of 'Back On 
Track' was truly global, positively impacting 
millions around the world. From spine surgeons 
broadcasting on Indian TV to parliament 
buildings in Canada being lit up in World Spine 
Day colors, worldwide engagement was in 
evidence. 

'Back On Track' particularly captured the 
imaginations of chiropractors, with many taking 
the opportunity of World Spine Day to reinforce 
public health messaging in their communities. As 
always, chiropractic students were among the 
most enthusiastic supporters, coming up with 
ingenious innovations to convey the key 
messages around spinal healthcare at the time of 
a pandemic.

Generously supported by our friends at Foot 
Levelers, the WFC again ran its World Spine Day 
competition, inviting its member organizations, 
educational institutions and individual clinics the 
opportunity to win cash prizes and showcase 

their activities.

First prize in the WFC Member organization category 
went to the Chiropract ic Associat ion of  Sout h 
Afr ica (CASA). The competition judges were 
extremely impressed by the level of organization, 
range and impact of the suite of activities that were 
planned around World Spine Day. Securing a range 
of media spots, including TV and radio, CASA 

members promoted the benefits of good spine 
health throughout South Africa in a motivational, 
inclusive and sustainable way. CASA also developed 
an innovative health tracker incorporating a range of 
biopsychosocial interventions to get the public 'Back 
On Track'. This was an outstanding team effort that 
had a significant impact on positive public health 
messaging. 

Second prize in the WFC Member associations 
category went to the Chiropract ic Doct ors 
Associat ion of  Hong Kong. The judges were 
particularly impressed by the three distinct 
campaigns, all of which were on message and 
consistent with the theme of #BackOnTrack. The 
campaigns were innovative, especially the postural 
awareness app, which has the potential to positively 
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WFC hails 'outstanding support ' for WSD 'Back On Track' theme

impact the lives of millions. Similarly, the 
Facebook education videos, looking at sleep 
products and home exercises, were effective in 
patient empowerment and self-help. Finally, the 
WSD Challenge was well executed and had a 

positive impact on many thousands of members 
of the public.

First prize in the Educational Institution category 
went to  Int ernat ional Medical Universit y 
(Malaysia). IMU put together a great team of 
people and the judges were particularly 
impressed by the depth of  participation and the 
range of activities taking place over a 10-day 
period, each of which engaged the public and 
encouraged people to get #BackOnTrack! It was 
clear that IMU was undeterred by the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and threw everything it 
had at making the 2020 World Spine Day a 
successful event.  Planned activities were well 
suited to participants of all ages and the quality 
of the graphics and videos was very impressive. 
IMU put together a range of engaging challenges 
and showed great initiative by recruiting 
supporters and prizes. A focus on education 
with webinars rounded off a tremendous 
campaign.

Runners-up in the educational institutions 
category was the Chiropract ic St udent  Council 

of  t he Universit y of  Johannesburg. The 
judges admired how the linkage between the 
#BackOnTrack theme and the elements of the 
WFC?s #BeEPIC campaign was put together, 
utilizing a great diversity of approaches within 
the team and showcasing the events 
excellently. It was also noted that people of all 
ages were engaged in the World Spine Day 
events.

First prize in the Individual Clinic went to the 
Kids First  Chiropract ic Cent re, located in 
Hong Kong. In awarding the top spot to Kids 
First, the judges were particularly impressed 
with the way that the clinic mobilized its local 
community and engaged people in ?warm-up? 
events before World Spine Day itself. The 
campaign featured a great deal of patient 
empowerment and self-help activities and it 
was great to see adults as well as kids taking 
part!  Engagement in community welfare, was 
also noted, with support for those living in 
subdivided flats and the installation of sports 
facilit ies.

Secretary-General Richard Brown commented, 
"Despite everything, WSD20 was hugely 
successful. We thank everyone who took part, 
our friends at Foot Levelers and our brilliant 
organizing team of Rebecca Wilks, Lean 
Swanepoel, Danielle Wiesner and Kelly 
McCormack."
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WFC WORLD SPINE DAY 2020 COMPETITION WINNERS

WFC MEMBER ASSOCIATION CATEGORY

FIRST PRIZE

Chiropract ic Associat ion of  Sout h Afr ica

SECOND PRIZE

Chiropract ic Doct ors Associat ion of  Hong Kong

HIGHLY COMMENDED

Aust ralian Chiropract ors Associat ion

Associat ion of  Chiropract ic (Malaysia)

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION CATEGORY

FIRST PRIZE

Int ernat ional Medical Universit y (Malaysia)

SECOND PRIZE

Chiropract ic St udent  Council - Universit y of  Johannesburg

HIGHLY COMMENDED

WCCS - Welsh Inst it ut e of  Chiropract ic (UK)  

Universidad Cent ral de la Car ibe (Puer t o Rico)

PRIVATE CLINIC /  INDIVIDUAL CLINICIAN

FIRST PRIZE

Kids First  Chiropract ic Clin ic (Hong Kong)

HIGHLY COMMENDED

New York  Medical Group (Hong Kong)

WORLD SPINE DAY COMPETITION 
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
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WORLD SPINE DAY COMPETITION 
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

WORLD SPINE DAY 2020

WFC World Spine Day Competition 2020 - in pictures
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WORLD SPINE DAY 2020

WORLD SPINE DAY COMPETITION 
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

WFC World Spine Day Competition 2020 - in pictures
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WORLD SPINE DAY 2020

WFC World Spine Day Competition 2020 - in pictures

WORLD SPINE DAY COMPETITION 
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
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WFC NEWS

First Online Meeting of Members Sees Strong Global 
Representation.

The World Federation of Chiropractic (WFC) 
held its first Annual Meeting of Members 
virtually over teleconference on November 17, 
2020.

The continuing uncertainty and travel 
restrictions created as a consequence of the 
coronavirus pandemic forced the WFC to host 
its meeting using Zoom technology, with 
members dialing into the meeting from 
around the world.

Over 85 delegates from over 30 nations joined 
the meeting, which had been delayed from 
May as a result of the pandemic. The coming 
together of the WFC?s global community was 
well received, with many expressing delight at 
being able to virtually meet their colleagues 
from around the globe.

WFC President, Dr Vivian Kil

The meeting was chaired by WFC President, Dr 
Vivian Kil, of the Netherlands, who delivered an 
inspiring presentation, calling on the chiropractic 
profession globally to come together in the best 
interests of society, the public and patients. 

During a strong presentation she acknowledged the 
challenges that the world?s chiropractors had been 
facing and called on the global profession to stay 
resolute in the face of continued challenges.

Speaking after the meeting, Dr Kil said, ?The 
atmosphere of this meeting today showed that 
when the world?s chiropractors come together, good 
things happen. 

"Around the world, we know that social 
determinants of health mean that chiropractors see 
the world through different lenses. We want to be 
there to support all our members in bringing 
chiropractic to every corner of the world.?

As well as constituent members, associate and 
individual members were both in attendance, 
including Dr William Morgan from Parker University, 
Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College?s Dr David 
Wickes and New York Chiropractic College?s Dr 
Michael Mestan.

Representing Kenya, Dr Musimbi Ondeko 
commented, ?This meeting was tremendous for 
countries like ours, who find it difficult to travel. I 
loved the zest and vivaciousness of the meeting and 
found it particularly inspiring.?

In closing comments, Secretary-General Dr Richard 
Brown called for global commitment to the 
components of its #BeEPIC campaign 
(evidence-based, people-centered, interprofessional 
and collaborative chiropractic care). He also 
encouraged all members to support the WFC?s 20 
Principles (www.wfc.org/principles).

http://www.wfc.org/principles
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First and foremost a chiropractor
A QWR feature interview with Henrik Wulff Christensen

Being told as a young man that you do not have the 
physical capability to serve in the military can be tough. 
As a sufferer of intermittent back pain during late 
adolescence, Henrik Wulff Christensen knew that his 
spine was not perfect, but being told that he had 

Scheuermann?s Disease and that his back could collapse 
if he were to undertake a parachute jump came as a huge 
shock to the Dane.

As someone who was naturally curious, Henrik refused to 
simply accept this devastating news. What exactly was 
wrong with him? Why was it that this seemingly minor 
condition could lead him to be rejected from military 
service? And was it really true?

These questions, and many others, 
steered Henrik naturally towards a career 
in healthcare. Faced with deciding 
between undertaking a medical or 
chiropractic degree, he applied for, and 
was accepted to, the program at AECC 
University College in the UK. Qualifying in 
1988, Henrik felt that his education was 
far from complete, and in 1992 he 
qualified with a medical degree at the 
University of Southern Denmark. He was 
granted just 30 hours of credit for prior 
learning (in neuroanatomy) and worked 
as a chiropractor to fund his studies. One 
thing that concerned him whilst 
undertaking both programs was the 
hostile criticism that the chiropractic and 
medical professions were willing to direct 
at each other.

?It was disappointing,? admits Henrik. 
?One of the things that concerned me 
most that in the process of throwing 
insults, both professions were losing sight 
of the patient. I resolved that being dual 
qualified I would aim to be a 
bridge-builder. I was no longer prepared 
for chiropractors to be referred to as 
quacks.?

Henrik is clear about how he views 
himself first and foremost as a 
chiropractor. ?During my GP placement, I 
knew that writing prescriptions was not 
the most optimal care for patients with 
mechanical spine and musculoskeletal 
problems and decided that hands-on care 
should be the first line of attack. However, 
at that t ime, chiropractic was not 
well-established in Denmark.?

Henrik realized if that situation was to 
change, chiropractic had to become 

Henrik Wulff Christensen DC, MD, PhD
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strictly evidence-based. With no education for 
chiropractors in Denmark, Henrik worked with Dr 
Niels Nielson DC, MD, PhD to develop a 
curriculum at the University of Southern 
Denmark. It was not without its challenges.

?While I was doing my medical degree, I was 
furious about what my medical colleagues were 
saying about chiropractors and the profession in 
Odense did all it could to oppose a chiropractic 
program. However, the Dean of the Medical 
School at the time issued an ultimatum that if a 
chiropractic program was not established, there 
would possible be no future medical degree 
either. This led to the collaborative program that 
we see today, where medical and chiropractic 
students study together.?

After a couple of false starts, Henrik completed 
his PhD in 2004.

?I had planned to study cervical range of 
movement, then shifted to lumbar spine 

rehabilitation, but neither were considered worthy 
of a PhD.

?I spoke to colleagues in the physiology and 
nuclear medicine department at the hospital, who 
were looking at non-cardiogenic chest pain,? he 
explains. ?This become my PhD study. We found 
that for people suffering angina-like chest pain, a 
quarter had no cardiovascular problems at all. 
This led to chiropractic interventions being shown 
to be helpful for this population.?

Henrik currently serves as the Director of arguably 
the most productive chiropractic research unit in 
the world. The Kiropraktorernes Videnscenter 
(www.kiroviden.dk), or in English, the Chiropractic 
Knowledge Hub, celebrates its thirtieth 
anniversary in 2020. Formerly the Nordic Institute 
of Chiropractic and Clinical Biomechanics (NIKKB), 
it was established by the Nordic countries of 
Sweden, Norway, Finland, Iceland and Denmark, 
along with funding from the Danish Chiropractic 
Patients? Association,it quickly pivoted from its 
four original objectives - education, continuing 
professional development, research and quality 
assurance (QA) ? to focus simply on CPD, research 
and QA. The structure has also changed from 
those formative years, such that it is now wholly 
Danish controlled.

Principally funded by an agreement with the 
Danish regions, a proportion of all reimbursement 
funds is ringfenced for research, etc. with a sum 
of 18 million Danish Krone.This has led to an 
annual revenue for Kiropraktorernes Videnscenter 
of some 10 million Danish Krone (USD1.6m).

?We have been able to invest heavily in research 
and researchers,? say Henrik. ?What?s more, the 
reputation of the chiropractic profession in 
Denmark has grown tremendously. We have 
remained laser-focused on an evidence-based 
profession, which is essential if we are to develop 
cultural authority. As publicly funded health care 
providers within the health system, we also have 

First and foremost a chiropractor (continued)

http://www.kiroviden.dk
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to ensure that our actions are aligned with 
public expectations, both to maintain our status 
and to attract high caliber chiropractic 
students.?

The statistics are impressive. With the size of 
the profession in Denmark standing at just over 
640 chiropractors, 32 chiropractors, or 5%, 
possess a PhD. The Kiropraktorernes 
Videnscenter has also produced over 500 
peer-reviewed publications. Henrik comments,

?The fact that we are so closely linked to the 
University of Southern Denmark, with all 
researchers holding dual appointments at 
Kiropraktorernes Videnscenter and the 
university, has been one of the cornerstones of 
our success. Where we are now is so much 
different than where we were 30 years ago. It 
has been a matter of persistence and 
perseverance, but also being focused on the 
best interests of patients and the public. We 
relentlessly stay focused on our recent agenda 
(2018-2022) the theme of which is ?Staying 
Connected With the Patient? and continue to 
engage practicing chiropractors through our 
practice-based research network.

?To optimize evidence-based chiropractic for 
the Danish health care system, we recognize 
that we need more information about the 
trajectories of people with musculoskeletal 
disorders and the different approaches of 
chiropractors caring for them. We also need to 
understand the optimum conditions for 
chiropractors to take up new innovations and 
care pathways, which is why one of our key 
focuses is on knowledge translation.?

In line with its focus on quality assurance, 
Kiropraktorernes Videnscenter has also 
developed KirPACS, a safe and practical storage 
and communication system for digital X-ray 
imaging available to all Danish chiropractic 
clinics. In addition to this, Kiropraktorernes 

Videnscenter provides independent consultancy 
services and statutory inspection of X-ray equipment 
for chiropractic clinics with X-ray equipment.

?We consider access to X-ray an integral part of 
chiropractic practice,? says Henrik. ?Through KirPACS, 
in one region of Denmark, we have been able to 
reduce the volume of X-rays by offering a sharing 
facility which means that chiropractors have access to 
images taken at hospitals, meaning they don?t have to 
repeat them unnecessarily in their clinics. Likewise, 
hospitals have access to chiropractors? X-rays. We are 
optimistic that this initiative will spread to the whole 
of Denmark

?Around 80-90% of chiropractors in Denmark have 
access to X-ray facilit ies. We are now able to keep a 
close track on X-ray usage via a dose registry, and we 
know that, overall, there has been a reduction in 
exposure to ionizing radiation in chiropractic patients. 
Plain film radiography is inexpensive and accessible, 

FEATURE NEWS

First and foremost a chiropractor (continued)
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but also helps to keep people away from 
secondary care, reducing hospital attendance and 
providing prompt, point of contact service for 
patients. We are also currently studying lit igation 
against chiropractors and have noted a greater 
incidence in case where no X-rays have been 
taken.?

For those thinking of a career in chiropractic 
research, Henrik has some sound advice.

?Research is not for everyone,? he explains. ?But 
for those with an enquiring mind, who are 
naturally curious and who are attracted to 
innovation it can be a tremendously rewarding 
career.?

Henrik recommends online research-focused 
forums, speaking with researchers, following the 
Chiropractic Academy of Research Leadership 

(CARL) program, monitoring the work at the 
European Centre for Chiropractic Research 
Excellence (ECCRE) and getting in touch with 
Kiropraktorernes Videnscenter.

As a chiropractor, medical doctor, researcher and 
senior academic, he offers wise words, which as 
the head of chiropractic?s most productive 
research unit, helps to keep him grounded:

?The truth of today is not the truth of yesterday, 
nor will it be the truth of tomorrow. We must stay 
humble, accept uncertainty, and understand that 
scientific knowledge is constantly evolving.?

For more information about the Kiropraktorernes 
Videncenter, visit www.kiroviden.com.

Henrik Wulff Christensen was speaking to Richard 
Brown

First and foremost a chiropractor (continued)

http://www.kiroviden.com
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Professor Jan Hartvigsen knighted for meritorious service by 
Queen of Denmark

Chiropractor and globally renowned 
researcher, Jan Hartvigsen has received a 
knighthood from the Queen of Denmark in 
recognition of his outstanding service to 
healthcare.

Professor Hartvigsen was nominated for the 
honor by the vice-chancellor of the University 
of Southern Denmark, where he serves as 
professor and head of the Research Unit for 
Clinical Biomechanics. He is also a senior 
researcher at the Chiropractic Knowledge Hub 
(formerly NIKKB).

In an announcement last month, Her Majesty 
Queen Margrethe II has appointed Professor  
Hartvigsen Knight of the Order of Dannebrog.

The knighthood can be awarded to both Danes 
and non-Danes for meritorious service to 
Denmark in the military or civil acts of office 
within art, science and business. 

?I am proud and humbled. It is an incredible 
honor to be appointed knight for service to 
your country. It is of course a personal 
recognition, but I see it equally as a recognition 
of the strong and productive multidisciplinary 
research center we have built at the University 
of Southern Denmark and the Chiropractic 
Knowledge Hub?, commented Professor 
Hartvigsen. 

?The results we have achieved over many years 
are really a collective effort from so many 
wonderful and talented colleagues whom I 
enjoy working with every day?.

The honor was accompanied by an invitation to 
a private audience with Queen Margrethe II; 
however, current restrictions due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic mean that the audience 
has been postponed.

The Order of Dannebrog (Dannebrog is the 
Danish flag) was instituted by King Christian V 

in 1671. Initially, only men from the noble class 
could be appointed, but in 1808 King Frederik VI 
reformed the order to be an outward sign of 
recognized civic worth. The Danish Sovereign is head 
of the order. In 1951 women were allowed into the 
order.

Jan Hartvigsen is a world leading researcher within 
musculoskeletal health. He has been Professor and 
Research Leader at the University of Southern 
Denmark since 2007 and Senior Researcher at the 
Nordic Institute of Chiropractic and Clinical 
Biomechanics, now the Chiropractic Knowledge Hub, 
since 2002. 

He has published over 230 international scientific 
papers and is a prolific communicator and speaker 
at scientific and professional conferences globally. In 
2018 he was co-chair of the landmark Lancet Low 

Professor Jan Hartvigsen, Knight of the Order of Dannebrog
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Back Pain Series that was published in The Lancet. 

He has also been a developer of National Clinical 
Guidelines for back pain, neck pain and persistent 
symptoms after concussion for the Danish Board of 
Health. In 2020 he was appointed as a consultant to 
the World Health Organization. Professor 
Hartvigsen is a co-founder of CARL, the Chiropractic 
Academy for Research Leadership, a global 
mentoring network for early career researchers.

Jan Hartvigsen has received numerous awards for 
his research, notably, the Danish Chiropractor Prize 
(2017), World Federation of Chiropractic David 
Chapman-Smith Honor Award (2017), the George B 
MacClelland American Chiropractic Association 
Researcher of the Year award (2017), and the 
European Chiropractors Union Honor Award (2019). 
He has been visiting professor at universities in 
North America and Australia.

Jan Hartvigsen knighted by Queen of Denmark (continued)

Danish chiropractors establish chiropractic low back pain cohort

A team of Danish researchers 
have published the results of a 
ground-breaking initiative to 
establish a low back pain cohort 
seeking to answer important 
clinical questions and study 
spine pain conditions.

In Denmark, chiropractors are 
primary contact health care 
providers within a system 
providing universal health 
coverage. Research conducted in 
Denmark has shown that  up to 
30% of the Danish population 
consult a chiropractor as their 
first point of contact to the 
health care system.

Professor Alice Kongsted and 
her colleagues developed ChiCo, 

a longitudinal observational 
cohort consisting of adults 
seeking care for low back pain at 
10 chiropractic clinics across 
Denmark. Baseline and clinical 
data were collected using 
questionnaires and SMS 
messaging. 

A total of 2848 patients were 
recruited, thought to be the 
largest cohort of patients with 
low back pain seeking care from 
chiropractors. Outcomes of the 
research enabled profiling of low 
back pain patients, beliefs and 
attitudes of patients and 
clinicians in relation to low back 
pain and the importance of 
imaging in low back pain, 
prevalence, risk and prediction 

of patients seeking sick leave, 
and implementation of 
evidence-based practice among 
Danish chiropractors.

The study showed that Danish 
chiropractic patients are not 
necessarily representative of the 
Danish population seeking GP 
care for low back pain, being 
younger, better educated, more 
often male and with fewer 
co-morbidities than the general 
population.

Kongsted A, Nielsen OL, Christensen HW, 
Hartvigsen J, Doktor K, Kent P, Jensen TS. The 
Danish Chiropractic Low Back Pain Cohort 
(ChiCo): Description and Summary of an 
Available Data Source for Research 
Collaborations. Clin Epidemiol. 2020 Oct 
2;12:1015-1027. doi: 10.2147/CLEP.S266220. 
PMID: 33061649; PMCID: PMC7537847.
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Communication, 
empowerment and touch: 
what older patients value in 
low back pain management
A study recently published in the 
open-access Journal of Patient Experience 
[1] focused on perceptions of older adults 
toward the healthcare processes they 
experienced during a clinical trial for back 
pain that involved family medicine residents 
and licensed chiropractors.

Individual semi-structured interviews were 
conducted with 115 older adults after a 
12-week, 3-arm, randomized controlled trial. 
Two researchers conducted thematic 
analysis to identify participants' experiences 
of the doctor-patient relationship, 
healthcare process, and collaboration 
between study providers. 

Participants emphasized provider 
communication and interpersonal 
relationships, professionalism and passion 
for patient care, clinical and diagnostic 
acumen, and skillful negotiation of the 
health-care system. Older adults also 
described the importance of 
interdisciplinary collaboration and their 
preferences for receiving hands-on 
treatments for musculoskeletal conditions.

The study's authors concluded that older 
adults valued doctors who communicated 
clearly and spent time listening to their 
concerns. Many participants appreciated 
clinicians who supported an active role for 
patients in their health-care and who 
provided touch-based care for 
musculoskeletal conditions.

Reference: [1] Wells BM, Salsbury SA, Nightingale LM, Derby 
DC, Lawrence DJ, Goertz CM. Improper Communication 
Makes for Squat: A Qualitative Study of the Health-Care 
Processes Experienced By Older Adults in a Clinical Trial for 
Back Pain. J Patient Exp. 2020 Aug;7(4):507-515. doi: 
10.1177/2374373519860347. Epub 2019 Jul 8. PMID: 
33062871; PMCID: PMC7534140.

Most Swiss chiropractors 
support prescribing rights, but 
don't want it to replace manual 
therapy, study reports.
Swiss chiropractors have been licensed since 1995 to 
prescribe from a limited formulary of medications for 
treating musculoskeletal (MSK) conditions. In January 
2018, this formulary was expanded to include 
additional muscle relaxant, analgesic, and 
anti-inflammatory medications. Internationally, 
controversy remains over whether or not medication 
prescribing should be pursued within the chiropractic 
profession. The purpose of this study was to assess 
Swiss chiropractors' attitudes, beliefs, and practices 
regarding their existing medication prescription 
privileges.

In total, 187 Swiss chiropractors participated in this 
study (65.4% response rate). Respondents reported 
prescribing analgesics, anti-inflammatories, and muscle 
relaxants. Forty-two percent of respondents expressed 
interest in further expanding the range of current 
medications available to Swiss chiropractors for treating 
MSK conditions. Only 15% expressed interest in 
expanding this range to include medications for treating 
non-MSK conditions.

Most participants thought medication prescription 
privileges were advantageous for the chiropractic 
profession in Switzerland. There was also strong 
consensus among all four groups that medication 
prescribing should not replace manual therapy in 
chiropractic practice.

Even with diversity among clinicians, the findings of this 
study showed general support for, along with 

conservative use of, prescribing privileges within the 
Swiss chiropractic profession. Studies in 
jurisdictions outside of Switzerland are needed to 
assess whether chiropractors are interested in 
expanding their scopes of practice to include 
similar prescribing privileges.

Reference: [1] Emary PC, Oremus M, Houweling TAW, Wangler M, 
Akhtar-Danesh N. Attitudes, beliefs, and practices among Swiss 
chiropractors regarding medication prescribing for musculoskeletal 
conditions: a national Q-methodology study. Chiropr Man Therap. 
2020 Oct 20;28(1):54. doi: 10.1186/s12998-020-00341-6. PMID: 
33076943; PMCID: PMC7574492.



31

RESEARCH NEWS

NIKKB becomes the Chiropractic Knowledge Hub

The world-famous Nordic 
Institute of Chiropractic and 
Clinical Biomechanics (NIKKB) 
has announced a change of 
name.  From December 2020, 
NIKKB became the Chiropractic 
Knowledge Hub 
(Kiropraktorernes Videnscenter) 
to reflect its focus not just on 
the production of research, but 
on the dissemination and 
utilization of research in clinical 
practice.

A global leader in research 
related to chiropractic, NIKKB 
was founded in 1990. It was 
established with a view to 
supporting efforts to establish a 
joint Nordic education in 
chiropractic and was a 
collaborative venture run by 
chiropractic associations 
representing the Nordic 
countries. 

One of its objectives was 
realized just four years later, 
with the establishment in 1994 
of a university-based education 
in clinical biomechanics at the 

University of Southern 
Denmark.  Over successive 
years, the Board of NIKKB 
became more exclusively 
populated by Danish members, 
as   other Nordic national 
associations to focus more on 
their domestic endeavors. This 
trend, and the increasing global 
footprint of NIKKB on the global 
stage, led to a desire for a name 
change to better reflect the 
organization's identity.  

Kiropraktorernes Videnscenter, 
the Chiropractic Knowledge Hub, 
strives to be an internationally 
leading  hub for research, 
knowledge dissemination and 
quality assurance in chiropractic. 

The name change represents far 
more than simply a branding 
exercise. The Chiropractic 
Knowledge Hub is a dynamic 
knowledge environment that 
heightens the quality of 
chiropractic internationally 
through partnerships and 
networks, original research and 
a greater focus on interaction 

and dialogue between research 
and practice. 

With the new name for the 
institute comes a new website, 
www.kiroviden.com to be 
released early in 2021 With a 
fresh new look, the site will be 
designed to inform, educate and 
inspire visitors with news of 
emerging research, imaging 
diagnostics and continuing 
education, with postgraduate 
learning opportunities offered 
through the website. 

The institute is funded  by the 
Foundation for the 
Advancement of Chiropractic 
Research and Postgraduate 
Education, which receives its 
funding through Danish 
chiropractors and the Danish 
Regions .  

The Director of the Chiropractic 
Knowledge Hub is Dr Henrik 
Wulff Christensen DC, MD,  PhD, 
who has overseen the transition 
from NIKKB and heads up the 
institute at the University of 
Southern Denmark. 

http://www.kiroviden.com
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The Japanese Society of Chiropractic Science 
(JSCS) is a research division of the WFC's member 
for Japan, the Japanese Association of 
Chiropractors.

On November 3, JSCS held the 11th Annual 
Research Conference at Kotsu building in Tokyo. 
This year?s keynote speaker was Professor Intetsu 
Kobayashi of Department of Infection Control and 
Prevention, Faculty of Nursing, Toho University.

Professor Kobayashi delivered a presentation 
tit led ?The emergence of severe acute respiratory 

Japanese Society of Chiropractic Science hosts 11th conference

syndrome coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2). How do we 
prevent the COVID-19?? 

Dr Tomonori Kawai DC, MS presented ?The role of 
chiropractor for patient values? and Mr Takeshi 
Kawamoto of the Ministry of Health, Labour and 
Welfare presented ?Legal regulations and 
preventing COVID-19 spread?. 

JAC members presented clinical case reports and 
Tokyo College of Chiropractic?s final year students 
delivering presentations on their thesis subjects. 

The meeting was well attended, with 60 members 

attended in person, with a further 30 
participating online. This was the first time that 
the conference was held both at the conference 
venue and  simultaneously, online. The JAC hailed 
the event as a great success. 

The JSCS had republished its own academic 
journal ?the Japanese Journal of Chiropractic 
Science? in October after 28 years.

On December 8, the Japan Chiropractic Register 
(JCR) submitted the 11th list of its registered 575 
chiropractors to the Ministry of Health, Labour 
and Welfare. 

Dr Kiyohiko Toyama (member of the House of 
Representatives and former vice-minister of 
Finance) who was recently reappointed as chair of 
the JCR had a meeting with Dr Haruhiko Hakuno 
(Head of Medical Professions Division, Health 

Policy Bureau, Ministry of Health Labour and 
Welfare) along with Dr Yoshihiro Murakami 
(council member of the JCR) and Dr Kei Takeyachi 
(President of the Japanese Association of 
Chiropractors) in regard to infection control and 
prevention of COVID-19 in chiropractic offices and 
current professional situations in Japan and 
overseas.

Dr Hakuno receiving the JCR list from Dr Toyama

From R to L: Dr Murakami, Dr Toyama, Dr Hakuno and Dr 
Takeyachi

Professor Kobayashi lectures at the JSCS conference
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Canadian chiropractors part of team producing WHO COVID-19 
Daily Digests

A team of researchers, including members of the 

WFC's Public Health Committee and Disability and 

Rehabilitation Committee are part of a team 

selected by the World Health Organization (WHO) 

to review COVID-19 trends and issues.

The scientific literature on COVID-19 and 

SARS-COV-2 is increasing in volume and 

complexity with every day that the outbreak 

continues. WHO staff in other technical units and 

offices at its headquarters and in regional offices 

are grappling with how to keep up with the 

emerging literature. 

One approach to this ?infodemic? has been to 

provide a daily service that screens new scientific 

publications for relevance and quality, identifies 

key studies, summarizes them at the study level, 

and disseminates them to relevant audiences. We 

term this product a ?Daily Digest?.

The WHO selected the Centre for Disability 

Prevention and Rehabilitation (CDPR) to lead a 

collaborative effort to inform key WHO individuals 

about COVID-19 trends and issues. The CDPR 

research team, led by Professor Pierre Côté, is 

responsible for reviewing and producing the 

WHO daily COVID-19 Research Digest. The 

Digest compiles the latest trends on a wide 

range of issues, including:

- Breakthroughs in research into 

interventions/therapeutics.

- Major advances in knowledge about the 
virus or disease and challenges to 
previously held understandings.

- Clinical updates, such as new symptoms, 
risk factors, and associated COVID-19 
conditions.

- Epidemiology and public health trends.

The Daily Digest that is compiled provides 

end-users at WHO with rapid access to the 

exploding range of new literature from key 

publications of primary research related to 

COVID-19, including epidemiology, lab studies, 

vaccine development, travel restriction 

measures, and more. The report ensures public 

health experts are apprised of the latest 

findings around the globe.

Professor Pierre Côté DC, PhD Dr Jessica Wong DC, MPH Dr Heather Shearer DC, MSc
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Logan University is proud to 
announce an agreement with 
the St. Louis County Department 
of Public Health to help advance 
the health of those living in the 
St. Louis Metropolitan area. 
Beginning in January 2021, 
Logan Doctors of Chiropractic 
will work closely with the 
Center?s team of health care 
providers to deliver chiropractic 
care to patients at the County?s 
John C. Murphy Health Center in 
Berkeley, Missouri. The 
partnership is made possible 
from the expansion of the 
Gateway to Better Health 
Program through the leadership 
of the Regional Health 
Commission.

?The County Department of 
Public Health and Logan share a 
mission of providing accessible 
and affordable health care to St. 
Louis residents,? said Patrick 
Battaglia, DC, DACBR, Director of 
Community Health and Hospital 
Partnerships and Health Policy. 
?We look forward to being a vital 
component of their health care 
system and making a difference 
in the lives of the patients we 
treat.?

Logan has a history of providing 
quality integrated chiropractic 
care to community-based 
organizations and currently 
maintains strong partnerships 
throughout the metropolitan 
area. Dr. Battaglia said not only 

do these partnerships permit 
broader access to chiropractic 
care for patients, but they also 
provide an enriching training 
environment for students 
interested in integrated health 
care.

?Under the supervision of 
trained Doctors of Chiropractic, 
students apply their knowledge 
and fine tune their clinical and 
communication skills while 
serving the health care needs of 
the community,? he said. 
?Furthermore, students rotating 
through this Health Center can 
enhance their educational 
experience through on-site 
collaboration with a multitude of 
health care disciplines.?

Additionally, the partnership 
allows Logan to create an 
integrated health care residency, 
under the direct supervision of 
experienced Logan clinicians, 
which will begin in January.

Emily Doucette, MD MSPH, Chief 
Medical Officer for the St. Louis 
County Department of Public 
Health said the Department of 
Public Health is thrilled about 
the opportunity to partner with 
Logan University and the 
Regional Health Commission to 
add chiropractic care and 
occupational therapy services. 
?The addition of physician 
function services will further 
support our integrated primary 
care delivery model, providing 

holistic and person-centered 
care to improve quality of life, 
especially for our patients with 
chronic pain diagnoses,? she 
said.

Attending clinicians overseeing 
care at these sites include 
Patrick Battaglia, DC, DACBR, 
director of health policy and 
interdisciplinary care; Kelsey 
Lewis, DC; and Daniel Haun, DC, 
DACBR, director of resident and 
fellow education. Additionally, 
occupational therapist 
Bernadette Sheffield, MSOT, will 
provide services that 
complement chiropractic, such 
as reducing pain and improving 
function and quality of life for 
patients with spinal and 
musculoskeletal conditions.

EDUCATION NEWS

Logan University shows EPIC credentials with ground-breaking 
collaborative health partnership

Patrick Battaglia DC, DACBR
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Department of Chiropractic at Macquarie University to transfer 
to Faculty of Medicine, Health and Human Science

The Department of Chiropractic at Macquarie 
University is pleased to announce it will be 
transferring from the Faculty of Science and 
Engineering to the Faculty of Medicine, Health and 
Human Sciences (FMHHS) from January 1, 2021. 
This move to FMHHS is the culmination of several 
months of work and planning to further enhance 
the department?s teaching, research, and clinical 
activities.

About the move to the FMHHS, Dr Rosemary 
Giuriato, Head of Department said ?I am confident 
that this move will result in expanded 
opportunities for both staff and students through 
enhanced multidisciplinary research 
opportunities, as well as the potential for us to be 
involved in the creation of cross-disciplinary clinics 
and clinical placement opportunities for our 
students. This is a very exciting time for the 
Department staff and students, and for the 
chiropractic profession at large?.

Professor Patrick McNeal, Executive Dean FMHHS 
and Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Medicine and 
Health), said of the move ?There are already 
positive research and education links between the 

Department of Chiropractic and FMHHS, and this 
move will further consolidate these links. With the 
relocation of the Department of Chiropractic to 
FMHHS, further opportunities for collaboration 
will be created including, the potential to expand 
multi-disciplinary musculoskeletal research, 
creation of cross-disciplinary clinics and clinical 
placements for both Chiropractic and 
Physiotherapy students, improved efficiency of 

human anatomy teaching, and the further 
expansion of the Chiropractic teaching courses 
and Chiropractic Clinics.?

He added ?With this move, all health disciplines 
within Macquarie will be co-located, and bringing 
together the Department of Chiropractic and 
FMHHS will further strengthen health education, 
health and medical research, and clinical practice 
and provide a single overall leadership of 
medicine and health at Macquarie University. At 
FMHHS we are very much looking forward to 
welcoming the Department of Chiropractic in 
2021 and exploring further collaborative 
opportunities?.

For current chiropractic students in either the 
Bachelor or Masters program, no units or courses 
will be impacted because of the move to FMHHS. 
It is expected that this move will result in exciting 
opportunities for chiropractic education.

As part of the transfer, the Department is also 
planning to make a physical move in the middle of 
2021 to new work premises at 75 Talavera Road, 
North Ryde, joining FMHHS colleagues.

Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia

EDUCATION NEWS
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Palmer College of Chiropractic Florida expansion meets rising 
enrollment demands

Construction has officially started on the 
expansion of Palmer College of Chiropractic 
Florida?s campus through the addition of a new 
academic building. In 2022, Palmer Florida will 
celebrate 20 years in Port Orange, Florida, as well 
as a fourth academic building that will help the 
college meet the demands of rising student 

but across the country,? said Palmer Florida 
President, Peter Martin, D.C. ?This new academic 
space solidifies our commitment to the students 
and faculty who will make that happen. The 
building will address both the immediate and 
long-term needs of the College?s expanding 
student population.?

enrollment. More than 800 students are currently 
enrolled at Palmer Florida.

The $12 million space will provide 33,000 square 
feet over two floors, and will feature four 
classrooms with space for up to 130 students, 
additional technique rooms for students to learn 
and practice the hands-on care they?ll deliver 
after graduation, a larger anatomy learning 
environment, and virtual- and augmented-reality 
learning tools.

?At Palmer Florida, we hope to grow the 
chiropractic profession not only in the southeast, 

The new labs will be designed specifically for 
students to apply what they?re learning about 
movement science and rehabilitation in an ideal, 
technically-advanced setting. The building will be 
filled with windows that let in natural light, and it 
will feature an extended patio alongside the 
campus pond for students to relax and study.

Construction is expected to be complete in fall of 
2021.This project is made possible by generous 
donations from alumni and friends of the College.

Work gets underway at Palmer Florida's  new campus building.
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NYCC announces campus tours via video chat apps

Continuing to stay connected during the 
pandemic while still upholding health and safety 
best practices, New York Chiropractic College has 
created new ways to tour its campus ?  now 100% 
through a mobile phone or computer.

Prospective students are now being welcomed to 
campus by admissions counselors and student 
ambassadors, live via their phones. 

The College works with video applications 
Facetime, Duo and Skype to provide tours to 
students no matter where they might be.

Admissions Counselor Autumn Pollock and 
student Katy Kennedy (D.C. '21) recently guided a 
FaceTime tour with a prospective student from 
Delaware. Working together to field questions 
during the tour, Pollock managed the iPhone 
camera while Kennedy, serving as tour guide, 
pointed out campus highlights such as the NYCC 
Library, the Anatomy Center, and residence halls.

"We are trying to give future students that peace 
of mind of seeing campus before they join us," 
said Pollock, who came up with the idea after a 
student canceled their in-person tour because of 
travel restrictions due to the global COVID-19 
pandemic.

"Autumn moved quickly to shift and give the tour 
live, albeit virtually instead," said Vice President of 

New York Chiropractic College is located in Seneca Falls, New York, USA

Enrollment and Planning Dr. Jen Sessler. "We took 
advantage of the opportunity and she assisted us 
with formalizing the tour, since restrictions are 
continuing. This is a great example of our 
community coming up with solutions to recent 
challenges as well as our resilience."

If students don?t want to schedule a tour live, they 
can now explore the recently launched interactive 
online NYCC campus tour,featuring slideshows, 
audio descriptions, and video that bring the 
College to life in a 360-degree experience for 
prospective students ?  from any location, day or 
night.

The online tour guides students through the 
campus?s underground tunnels and walking paths 
just as if they were right on campus. They visit the 
facilit ies, including the anatomy center and 
technique labs, as well as receive a special video 
welcome from NYCC President Dr. Michael 
Mestan. There?s even a stop at the campus ponds.

While most tours during the global health 
pandemic have been virtual, NYCC also provides 
limited in-person tours with enhanced protocols 
to ensure safe visits. Guests can schedule visits 
online and choose how they prefer to tour NYCC.

For more information, visit www.nycc.edu. 

https://www.youvisit.com/tour/nycc/new_york?tourid=tour1_11_03_20_37843
https://www.youvisit.com/tour/nycc/new_york?tourid=tour1_11_03_20_37843
https://www.youvisit.com/tour/nycc/new_york?tourid=tour1_11_03_20_37843
https://www.youvisit.com/tour/nycc/new_york?tourid=tour1_11_03_20_37843
https://www.youvisit.com/tour/nycc/new_york?tourid=tour1_11_03_20_37843
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Northwestern tackles racial inequalities  in integrative 
healthcare

The year 2020 and the coronavirus pandemic 
has exposed systemic bias in healthcare among 
communities and people of color. The social 
justice movements in the summer of 2020 drove 
meaningful conversations about the complex 
legacy of racism in the United States and how it 
continues to affect health outcomes for Black 
communities and other communities of color.

Northwestern Health Sciences University 
(NWHSU) has just released a new policy report, 
?Racial Inequities in Integrative Healthcare? 
which takes a closer look at racial disparities, 
specifically within chiropractic and other 
integrative healthcare disciplines, and presents 
several paths forward for the integrative care 
community.As healthcare providers, we still 
have much work to do to confront systemic 
racism.

?It is incumbent on us to make sure that our 
graduates understand the risks inherent in health 
care disparities and are actively working to 
diminish those healthcare disparities?, said 
Deborah Bushway, Ph.D., President and CEO of 
NWHSU.

Recommendations for practitioners from the policy 
report include:

·Building trust between the profession and various 
communities of color and cultures

·Developing and advancing community driven 
chiropractic and other integrative healthcare 
programs

·Serving communities of color as humble, authentic 
allies

·Improving cultural competence by acknowledging 
structural and implicit racism in our professions

·Elevating chiropractic and other integrative 
healthcare professionals of color and revising 
policies and procedures containing implicit bias

·Increasing the chiropractic and other integrative 
healthcare workforce diversity by actively 
recruiting, retaining and mentoring students of 
color

Northwestern Health Sciences University, Minnesota, USA

Deborah Bushway, PhD, President NWHSU

https://www.nwhealth.edu/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/
https://2jjk8wjsh3n66prxu6h27okz-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Policy_Racial-Inequities-in-Integrative-Healthcare_Nov-20-FINAL.pdf
https://2jjk8wjsh3n66prxu6h27okz-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Policy_Racial-Inequities-in-Integrative-Healthcare_Nov-20-FINAL.pdf
https://2jjk8wjsh3n66prxu6h27okz-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Policy_Racial-Inequities-in-Integrative-Healthcare_Nov-20-FINAL.pdf
https://2jjk8wjsh3n66prxu6h27okz-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Policy_Racial-Inequities-in-Integrative-Healthcare_Nov-20-FINAL.pdf
https://2jjk8wjsh3n66prxu6h27okz-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Policy_Racial-Inequities-in-Integrative-Healthcare_Nov-20-FINAL.pdf
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·Creating inclusive educational environments at chiropractic and other healthcare institutions

·Reviewing curriculum to address implicit and systemic biases and social determinants of health

Executive Director, Research and Innovation, and co-author of the paper, Michele Maiers, DC, MPH, Ph.D. 
commented, ?Now is an important time to redouble our efforts to address racism through the 
chiropractic lens, solving to both improve health among communities of color, and increase the relevance 
and viability of the chiropractic profession into the future?.

You can learn more about what NWHSU is doing within its own community to drive conversation around 
race and racism in integrative care. Its new webpage, ?NWHSU Race, Racism, and Integrative Care 
Conversation and Action? shares more details from Dr. Bushway on this important initiative, and 
showcases stories of how NWHSU is engaging in its community and conversations with NWHSU leaders, 
students, faculty, alumni and friends about what race and racism in healthcare means for our profession 
and community.

https://www.nwhealth.edu/about-us/nwhsu-race-racism-and-integrative-care-conversation-and-action/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/about-us/nwhsu-race-racism-and-integrative-care-conversation-and-action/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/about-us/nwhsu-race-racism-and-integrative-care-conversation-and-action/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/about-us/nwhsu-race-racism-and-integrative-care-conversation-and-action/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/about-us/nwhsu-race-racism-and-integrative-care-conversation-and-action/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/about-us/nwhsu-race-racism-and-integrative-care-conversation-and-action/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/about-us/nwhsu-race-racism-and-integrative-care-conversation-and-action/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/about-us/nwhsu-race-racism-and-integrative-care-conversation-and-action/
https://www.nwhealth.edu/about-us/nwhsu-race-racism-and-integrative-care-conversation-and-action/
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Twin sisters graduate at top of Parker University chiropractic 
program

Drs LaToya and LaTonya Harris

There were reasons for double celebrations for the 
Harris family recently, as twin sisters LaToya and 
LaTonya Harris graduated as Doctors of Chiropractic 
from Parker University, Dallas, Texas.

LaTonya and LaToya Harris received notable 
recognition in North Texas when they graduated from 
South Garland High School in 2010 as the top two 
students in their class. Upon completing high school, 
these Texas twins went on to earn their bachelor?s and 
master?s degrees in sports management from The 
University of Texas at Austin.

The pair have been working on their second set of 
master?s degrees in functional nutrition and their 
doctorate degrees in chiropractic medicine. 

La Toya and La Tonya Harris graduated from Parker 
University with both degrees on December 12, 
2020.For the second time in their educational careers, 
this milestone has made them the valedictorian and 
salutatorian of their graduating class!

LaTonya and LaToya?s mentor, Dr. Jordan Pellien, is also 
a graduate of Parker University. When the twins first 
decided to go to chiropractic school, they did not 
research other schools because they wanted to stay in 
Texas. LaToya and LaTonya explain that after 
thoughtful consideration and prayer, they knew it was 
God?s blessing that eventually helped them change 
their career course to attend Parker University.

Dreaming and achieving can be two very different 
things, but LaTonya and LaToya have made their goals 
and aspirations a reality, yet every rewarding journey 
has its own set of challenges. While the girls do not 
feel they had any significant setbacks on the road to 
the top,they acknowledge the difficulties of going to 
school and trying to gain respect in an industry where 
fewer people look like them and often do not have the 
same background. There were times the sisters 
admitted to feeling alone or like they had to be perfect 
to help change the perception of minority students 
and doctors in chiropractic.

The Harris twins completed their last clinical 
rotation at the Austin VA Clinic and were 
honored to serve these veterans. They have 
also been shadowing Dr. Pellien at WellSport in 
Austin to further their biomechanical 
assessment and rehabilitation knowledge and 
skills. 

When it comes to their shared goals for the 
future, the twins plan to establish their practice 
together, as well as  establishing a mentorship 
program and scholarship fund for minority 
doctors.

Parker University is proud to recognize 
LaTonya and LaToya?s hard work and wishes 
the twins tremendous success as they continue 
making an impact on the chiropractic 
profession and the lives of others.
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Palmer College of Chiropractic unveils new Bruce & Bethel 
Hagen Student Union

Students at Palmer College of Chiropractic?s 
main campus now have a new space to study 
and relax with the grand opening of the new 
Bruce & Bethel Hagen Student Union. This 
space is possible thanks to the generous $1 
million donation by Bruce C. Hagen, D.C. 
(Main, ?53), and his wife Bethel (Main, ?53).

The space features entertainment areas 
including gaming pods set up for 
tournaments, large-screen televisions with 
comfortable seating for viewing movies, a pool 
table, shuffleboard table, arcade games and a 
coffee shop.

Dr. Hagen, a 1953 graduate of Palmer?s main 
campus, made the decision to become a 
chiropractor to serve others, as he had done 
with the United States Air Force during World 
War II. Originally from Wisconsin, Dr. and Mrs. 
Hagen made their home in Sioux Falls, S.D. 
after graduation. There they raised two 
daughters and four sons while maintaining a 
successful practice. Three of their sons went 
on to become Palmer-graduates and their 
grandson is currently attending Palmer?s main 
campus.

?We?re grateful to Dr. Hagen and his wife for 
this incredibly generous gift that will help 
Palmer continue to deliver a leading 
educational experience for future 
chiropractors,? said Dennis Marchiori, D.C., 
Ph.D., chancellor and CEO, Palmer College of 
Chiropractic. ?Our students are incredibly 
excited for this new space and we know that 
current and future students alike will 
appreciate this gift from Dr. Hagen and his 
wife for years to come.?

?This space is truly designed for our students 
by our students,? said Kevin Cunningham, D.C., 
Ph.D., vice chancellor for student affairs. ?We 
envisioned this to be a space where students 
can study, relax, and build lifelong friendships 
with those who will become their colleagues in 
the profession, and today, thanks to this gift, 
we have that.?

Top, Middle, Bottom: Palmer College of Chiropractic (Davenport) 
celebrates the opening of the new Bruce and Bethel Hagen Student 
Union 
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Dedication to under-served communities recognized in AusCA 
Chiropractor of the Year

The Australian Chiropractors Association  John A 

Sweaney AM Chiropractor of the Year Award 

2020 has been awarded to Dr Joan van 

Rotterdam for her continuous service and 

unwavering devotion to the health of rural, 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

communities, and other disadvantaged 

communities.

Joan has devoted much of her chiropractic 

career to improving the health and wellbeing of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and 

disadvantaged communities through 

organizations such as Hands-on-Health Australia 

and as Chairperson of the ACA Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Rural and Remote 

Practitioner Network (ARRPN).

These groups and organisations established a 

number of programs and initiatives that have 

helped bridge the gap that the mainstream 

healthcare system does not always reach. This 

includes the inaugural Reconciliation Action 

Plan, which was led by Joan and launched in 

2019 as the Associations commitment to 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health.

Inspired by her desire to provide access to care 

for all, she began practicing at Awabakal 

Aboriginal Medical Service in Newcastle early in 

her career. Working there for two years sparked 

her interest in Aboriginal health. She also has a 

personal connection to the issue of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander health, having family 

members of Aboriginal decent.

Understanding her early passion in this area, Dr 

Dein Vindigni OAM asked Joan if she would like 

to become part of a project with 

Hands-on-Health Australia (HoHA) in Kempsey, 

NSW called ?Bringing Chiropractic to Durri?. 

Established in 1987, HoHA is a charity which enables 

volunteers to provide healthcare and other services 

to communities, societies and people who are 

marginalized.

As well as currently sitting as Chairperson of the 

HoHA Board, taking over from the late John A 

Sweaney AM, Joan is also the ACA member 

representative of the National Rural Health Alliance, 

who inspired the ARRPN Committee to take on their 

biggest project to date, the Reconciliation Action Plan 

(RAP). She commented:

Joan hopes initiatives like the RAP and HoHA will 

connect more Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people with this aspect of healthcare, and inspire 

practitioners interested in working in this space to 

help narrow the divide.She commented?Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people may not have initial 

experience with chiropractors, but there is a real 

spiritual connection associated with healing, so 

hands-on therapy is important to them. I?d like to see 

more chiropractors working in this area, and it will 

come, we just have to be patient. But it has to come 

from within our own communities as well."

Dr Joan van Rotterdam, AusCA Chiropractor of the Year 2020
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ICA announces 2020 Chiropractor of the Year
Dr Thomas Klapp has been named by the 
International Chiropractors Association as its 2020 
Chiropractor of the Year. 

Dr Klapp, who sadly passed away in December 
2020 was unanimously affirmed as the 
posthumous recipient of the award following a 
nomination by Chairman of the Fellows of the 
International Chiropractors Association, Dr Hugo 
Gibson.

Dr Gibson said, "It was my profound pleasure to 
be able to make a motion for Dr Thomas Klapp to 
be  elected  posthumously as the ICA Chiropractor 
of the Year. This is only the second time in the 
history of Fellows of the ICA that such a measure 
has been adopted. Anyone who knows Tom knows 
why he was selected."

After graduating from Life University in 1979, Dr 
Klapp established his practice in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan where he worked tirelessly at the state 
and national level.

The ICA reported, "Dr Klapp did not do things in 
half measures. When he joined the ICA, he actively 
engaged in helping protect and promote the 

chiropractic profession. He became a Lifetime 
Member of the ICA and served on the ICA Board of 
Directors. 

"He was selected by his peers to become a 
distinguished Fellow of the International 
Chiropractors Association (FICA). In 1997, Dr Klapp 
completed a rigorous post-graduate training to 
become a diplomate in Applied  Chiropractic 
Science."

Dr Klapp served for ten years on the Congress of 
Chiropractic State Associations (ChiroCongress) 
Board of Directors and served two years 
(2000-2002) as its President.

Dr Klapp was also President of the Michigan 
Chiropractic Association in 1993, 2006 and 2007. 
He was a Board member of the Michigan 
Chiropractic Foundation, served as a Trustee for 
Life University and served on the Chiropractic 
Summit on behalf of Life University from its 
inception . Dr Klapp was also a Board member of 
the Foundation for Chiropractic Progress.

The ICA Chiropractor of the Year Award is awarded 
annually to a member of the International 
Chiropractors Association who has through their 
effort and ability, earned the admiration and 
respect of the profession. It is based on the 
member 's cumulative or outstanding services or 
achievements and is the highest honor the ICA 
may bestow upon a distinguished member.

Dr Stephen Welsh, ICA President, stated, "Dr 
Thomas Klapp spent his entire professional career 
promoting and protecting chiropractic. It is a fitt ing 
tribute to his life and legacy that he be awarded 
the ICA's highest honor. He will always be 
remember for his profound passion, intelligence 
and integrity."

WFC Board member and former ICA President, Dr 
John K. Maltby said, "I did not know Tom well, nor 
did I always agree with his opinion. However, I 
have the utmost respect for his dedication to the 
chiropractic profession."

Dr Thomas Klapp
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ACA's annual meeting going 
virtual

The American Chiropractic Association?s (ACA) 
annual meeting and conference, ACA Engage, is 
going virtual! The meeting, taking place on Feb. 
4-6, 2021, features a mixture of formats that 
offer attendees the opportunity to connect with 
their colleagues from across the country while 
learning from the top thought leaders in 

chiropractic and hearing from industry and 
association leaders about what?s on the 
horizon.

Engage 2021 provides the flexibility to take 
courses on-demand, at your convenience, 
before interacting with each of the conference?s 
engaging speakers during live expert chat 
sessions and moderated discussion panels. 
Doctors can earn up to 10 continuing education 
(CE) credits for attending.

Live sessions will be recorded and available 
through the conference platform for 30 days 
after the meeting in case you can?t make it to a 
live session.

Learn more and register before rates increase 
at www.acatoday.org/Engage.

Danes see excellent 
attendance at AGM

Despite lockdown restrictions and unusually fine 
weather, the Danish Chiropractic Association's 
virtual Annual meeting was a resounding 
success.

Despite the circumstances, the meeting had 
many familiar features. DCA President. Lone 
Kousgaard Jørgensen, gave a speech on the past 
year, greetings were received, prizes were 
awarded,  and new colleagues were welcomed. 
The 90-minute meeting also provided time for 
member input and a quiz!

In her speech on 2020 and the work of the 
association and the board, Dr Jørgensen 
described important negotiations with the 
Danish Regions.

Acknowledging the challenges of 2020, Dr 
Jørgensen talked also of frustrations,  
uncertainty, and her personal challenges of 

working as a mother, as a chiropractor, and as a 
President, counselling members and working 
with her secretariat.

Following her presentation, she was invited to 
elaborate on aspects of her presentation in a 
fireside chat setting with Vice-President, Michael 
Christensen.

Lone Kousgaard Jørgensen, DCA President
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FLAQ elects first woman President

Dr Juliana Piva, FLAQ President

Dr Juliana Piva, of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, has been 
elected as the first woman president of the Latin 
American Chiropractic Federation.

Formed in 1988, the federation, better known as 
FLAQ (Federation Latina Americana de 
Quiropractica), brings together national 
chiropractic associations from Central and South 
America. Current members are: Argentina, Belize, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Equador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, 
Peru, Puerto Rico, and Venezuela.

On being appointed as President, Dr Piva said, "It 
is an honor and a great responsibility to assume 
the role of president of FLAQ. This is a milestone, 
not just for FLAQ, but for chiropractic as a whole 
and I am extremely grateful to be part of this 
memorable event."

Commenting in the 2020 FLAQ newsletter, Dr Piva 
continued, "[2020] has been very unusual for 
everyone, with a pandemic that has limited 
physical contact. It is extremely important to 
reinforce the importance of our union and the role 
of FLAQ. Our profession is growing throughout 
Latin America and we have many countries that 
are in the process of regulation. The primary role 
of FLAQ is to provide experience, support and 
unity to countries so that we can achieve our 

purpose of establishing a strong and established 
chiropractic profession in the region."

Prior to becoming President of FLAQ, Dr Piva 
served three consecutive terms (2007-2015) as 
President of the Brazilian Chiropractic 
Association (ABQ).

Dr Piva was ABQ President in 2008 when District 
Judge Diana Brunstein ruled chiropractic to be a 
profession, not a technique, rejecting claims 
from the physiotherapy profession in Brazil that 
it was a specialty of physiotherapy. Legal action, 
supported by the WFC and a number of national 
chiropractic associations from around the world, 
upheld an earlier court injunction.

FLAQ Off icers 2020-2021

President Juliana Piva (Brazil)

Vice-President Gabriela Flores (Guatemala)

Treasurer Joao Fancisco Seixas (Brazil)

First Secretary Adrian Bizzarri (Argentina)

Second Secretary Rosa Patricia Rangel (Mexico)

Executive Director Sira Borges (Brazil)

International Officer Carlos Ayres (Peru)

Past President Sergio Saleh (Chile)
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Parker University Board of Trustees member and 
founding chiropractic partner,Dr. John G. ?Jack? 
Donovan, recently retired from his chiropractic 
practice after nearly 70 years.

Dr. Jack Donovan?s passion for chiropractic started 
early life, when an injury required Dr. Jack 
Donovan?s father, Harry Donovan, to have 
chiropractic treatment. After his treatment, the 
issue was corrected, and based on his real-life 
healing and belief in chiropractic, Harry Donovan 
decided to attend chiropractic school. After that, 
he maintained a practice for 50 years, starting the 
legacy of 23 chiropractors in the family.

Dr. Jack Donovan graduated in 1950 from Palmer 
Chiropractic College after completing his 
undergraduate studies at the University of South 
Dakota. He was called to active duty during the 
Korean War in 1951 then started his private 
practice in 1953 in Carroll, Iowa.

After becoming a chiropractor, Dr. Jack Donovan 
collaborated with Dr. James Parker, the founder of 
Parker College of Chiropractic (now Parker 
University). The two men had kept in touch since 
Dr. Jack Donovan attended one of Dr. Parker?s 
seminars in 1954. Eventually, Dr. Jack Donovan 
was invited to be one of 12 founding partners of 
Parker College of Chiropractic.

In 2015, a fellow chiropractor bought Dr. Jack 
Donovan?s building and took over his chiropractic 
practice. Dr. Jack Donovan continued to work 
part-time. Now, at 91 years of age, Dr. Jack 
Donovan has retired only after significantly 
impacting the chiropractic profession. He helped 
make many chiropractic careers a success 
because of his positive example, professional 
accomplishments, and work with Parker 
University.

Notable awards received by Dr. Jack Donovan 

Dr Jack Donovan has retired after almost 70 years of practice

include the Lifetime Achievement Award 
from Parker Seminars (2004), the Citizen of 
the Year Award, and the Brown Bagger of the 
Year Award (1972). He was a Fellow of the 
Palmer Chiropractic College Academy (2002), 
president of his local Chamber of 
Commerce, president of the Catholic school 
board, a member of the Chiropractic Knights 
of the Round Table, and a trustee of the 
National Chiropractic Research Institute.

The WFC thanks Dr. Jack Donovan for his 
commitment to chiropractic and 
congratulates him on his outstanding 
lifelong service to the profession.

Chiropractic stalwart, Jack Donovan, retires after  70-year practice career



53

WORLD NEWS

Experienced regulator appointed chair of ICRS

Dr Wayne Minter, Chair of the Chiropractic Board 
of Australia (CBA), has been appointed as Chair of 
the International Chiropractic Regulatory Society 
(ICRS), replacing outgoing Chair, Dr Lisa Richard, 
who becomes Vice-Chair. Ms Penny Bance, of the 
U.K.'s General Chiropractic Council was re-elected 
to a second term as Secretary-Treasurer. Together 
with Executive Director, Donna (Liewer) Cohen, all 
officers serve in a volunteer capacity.

Dr Minter (pictured below), a 1980 graduate of 
the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology, has 
held numerous positions connected with the 
chiropractic profession in Australia, including  
Adjunct Professor in the School of Chiropractic 
and Sports Science at Murdoch University, 

Chiropractic Adviser to the Australian 
Government Department of Veterans Affairs 
and Chiropractic Adviser to the Hospital 
Contributions Fund of Australia. He  served as 
Chair of Chiropractic Education Australia and 
prior to being appointed Chair of the CBA in 
2014, Dr Minter also was a member of the New 
South Wales Chiropractors' Registration Board. 
His service has been honored by Membership of 
the Order of Australia (AM).

At its AGM, held virtually via Zoom, ICRS 
members focused on themes of innovation and 
resilience. With broad international 
representation, the meeting heard reports from 
five of the seven WFC regions. Representatives 
from regulatory boards, educational institutions, 
accreditation councils, post professional 
examination organizations and chiropractic 
students all engaged in  active and meaningful 
dialogue in matters related to the regulation 
and education of chiropractors.

During the meeting, tribute was paid to long 
term champion and Vice-Chair Dr Kristin Grace, 
who is stepping  down from her ICRS duties to 
pursue a teaching and research career.

The attendees agreed that the next steps for the 
ICRS will be to focus on ?Conversations with 
Regulators,? which will be presented as open 
mini forums on single topics scheduled via 
Zoom over the next year.

Dr Minter closed the meeting by commenting, 
?Our stakeholders? energy and enthusiasm are 
evident, despite the limitations imposed on us 
by the virus. The work of public protection 
continues through the steadfast and tireless 
dedication of many people and organizations 
throughout the world.?

To learn more about the work of the ICRS, visit 
www.chiroregulation.org. 

Dr Wayne Minter  AM, B.Ec, B.App.Sci,  PG.Dip, FICC



54

WORLD NEWS

BCA research shows real impact of lockdown

The BCA has launched new research investigating 
the impact long-term lockdown restrictions have 
had on the nation?s physical well being and 
routines, which shows that 57% of Brits are 
moving less since lockdown began.

Conducted with OnePoll, the research explored 
lifestyle habits and routines of 10,000 people 
across the UK, to better understand the biggest 
changes to the population?s physical well being as 
a result of lockdown and the impact continued 
restrictions may have.

Catherine Quinn, President of the British 
Chiropractic Association, said: ?Lockdown has 
brought unprecedented changes to all our lives ? 

this includes our general lifestyle and day-to-day 
routines. With the nation in the second round of 
lockdown and restrictions continuing into 2021, 
we wanted to understand the impact this period 
has had on the nation?s physical well being. The 
results showed that all ages have been 
impacted, with routines like exercise being 
unanimously the hardest to stick to. We were 
surprised to find that 18-24-year olds have been 
more impacted than other age group, 
particularly in areas such as frequency of back 
pain, exercise and sleep quality. Traditionally, 
back strain or injury most commonly occurs 
through wear and tear as we age, or injury. What 
this data suggests, however, is that there has 

Lockdown restrictions have meant home working for millions around the world.



55

WORLD NEWS

been a sharp rise in the prevalence of back pain 
amongst younger people.

Key insights from the study include:

- Nearly two thirds (57%) of people are 
spending more time sitting down than 
before lockdown

- Only a third of people have kept to their 
well-being routines during lockdown

- Exercise and getting outside each day are 
the hardest routines to      stick to, with 42% 
of Brits not finding time for these in the 
week

- Men are nearly twice as likely (41%) to stick 
to new routines than  women (23%)

- 37% of Brits say personal motivation will be 
the biggest barrier to  improving routines, if 
lockdown continues into 2021

- Weather trumps lockdown restrictions ? 
56% of people think the winter weather will 
have a bigger impact on routines such as 
exercise,  over increasing lockdown 
restrictions

- Nearly a third of people have experienced 
poor sleep quality during lockdown

- One in four Brits have experienced new 
symptoms of back, shoulder and neck pain 
during lockdown

- To manage feelings of tension and back 
pain, 25% of people have purchased 
self-support tools, but only 15% have 
consulted their GP or a  chiropractor (10%). 
Nearly half of people haven?t sought any 
support at  all yet (46%)

- Looking to 2021, the biggest priority for 
people?s lifestyle is  getting into a better 
exercise routine (47%), followed closely by 
spending  less time sitting and more time 
outside (42%). Spending more time with 
family and friends (35%) is an equal priority 
as having a better sleep      routine (35%) 
and balanced diet (37%)

BCA research shows real impact of lockdown (continued)

- Nearly 75% of 18-24-year olds are 
spending more time sat down since 
lockdown

- 40% of 18-24 years old are experiencing 
poor sleep quality, worse      than any 
other age group

- One in three 18-24-year olds have 
experienced new symptoms of back,      
neck or shoulder pain since March and 
80% of this group are experiencing      
them every single week

- Only 12% of 18-24-year olds have sought 
support from their GP, and 7% have 
consulted a chiropractor

- 18-24-year olds are more concerned than 
any other age group about the impact 
ongoing lockdown restrictions will have 
on their well being  routines

Many media outlets have already covered our 
new research, with the first hit coming from 
radio station LBC, which has over 2.7m il l ion 
l ist eners each week. More opportunities are set 
to come in January, as the key month when 
news stories relating to routines and habits are 
highly sought. In January, we will be sharing 
media kits with members so that we can work 
together to create a strong narrative about the 
nation's habits following lockdown and the 
health trends we are likely to see through 2021.
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"Nobody looked like me."
Dr Cassandra Lelaye on standing out, fitt ing in, and changing the narrative as 
a Black chiropractor

Cassandra Laleye stepped through CMCC?s doors 
in September 2012. She had always eyed a career 
in healthcare and in her third year of university 
she made chiropractic her calling. But she 
discovered something on that first day of school. 
She was the only Black student in a class of 200.

?I opened the door and walked into orientation, 
and nobody looked like me,? she says. ?I had my 
braids in and I looked totally different than 
everyone else there. When you don't see anyone 
that looks like you, automatically you stand out.?

Dr. Laleye forged strong friendships, built her 
chiropractic foundation and a network of 
colleagues during her time at CMCC. At 
graduation, she made her traditional Nigerian 
parents proud when she fulfilled a childhood 
vow.?Once I told them I wanted to be a doctor, 
there were no take backs.?

But she won?t forget how classmates said or did 
things that made her uncomfortable. Often called 
micro-aggressions, these actions? directed at 
marginalized groups? were usually subtle, 
unintentionally discriminatory remarks or 
attitudes. Once, while attending a technique 
class, Dr. Laleye felt something graze the back of 
her head and discovered a classmate stroking her 
hair. ?You don?t touch someone without asking,? 
she says now. ?And now you?re automatically 
putting me in a spot where I stand out, and I may 
not want that.?

Classmates also said her hair made practicing 
adjustments awkward. ?You wouldn?t say that to a 
Black patient coming in with an afro or braids,? 
she says. ?You would just figure out how to treat 
them.? It was uncomfortable, but Dr. Laleye 
persevered. After graduation she discovered 
other Black chiropractors with experiences like 
hers. There weren?t many, but she was not alone. 

She says she wouldn?t be where she is now without 
meeting another Black chiropractor.

Transit ioning t o pat ient  care

Eight years later, Dr. Laleye treats patients at two 
practices in Toronto. Her work at Bellwood Health 
Services inspired a research opportunity based on 
the link between chiropractic care and mental 
health. Many of her patients developed addictions 
after being prescribed medication for back pain.

?There is still so much we don?t know about pain,? 
she says. ?I show my patients what their bodies are 
meant to feel like without reaching for a substance. 
It can be life-altering.?
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"Nobody looked like me." (continued)

At The Health Institute (THI), a community-based 
practice in Scarborough, Ont., Dr. Laleye works 
with women of all ages. She grew up playing 
sports and connects with young athletes and 
older women struggling with chronic 
pain.?There?s this narrative that women, 
especially Black women, are strong and we can 
endure anything,? she says. ?But you shouldn?t 
have to. Just because we can handle pain like 
giving birth doesn?t mean we should be expected 
to.?

Cassandra first worked for THI during her first 
year of chiropractic college, managing the front 
desk and providing first aid during sporting 
events.She had met the clinic owner, Dr. Joel Kerr, 
by chance, when her cousin was receiving 
treatment from him. He quickly became her 
mentor.?The first time I was introduced to Dr. J, I 
just went, ?Wow. There?s someone else that looks 
like me,?" she says.

THI?s staff see patients from different cultural and 
socioeconomic backgrounds. Dr. Laleye says that 
many in the community? immigrants, refugees, 
visible minorities? don?t know that chiropractic is 
an option for their pain. Part of her mission is to 
give that perspective an adjustment.

?I?m treating people who look like me, and who 
may have never done anything about their back 
pain,? she says. ?We?re seeing a lot of 
first-generation immigrant children bringing their 
parents in. There are cultural nuances in treating 
people?  certain things you can relate to with 
another person from the same background.?

Using her  voice

When chiropractors shut down in spring 2020 
because of COVID-19, Dr. Laleye promoted 
chiropractic care on social media. When the 
online conversation shifted to anti-black racism 
and discrimination in May, she posted her 
support for change. Then she saw the CCA?s 
Instagram post on Blackout Tuesday, where we 

joined companies, organizations and people 
around the world to reflect on racism and police 
brutality. But as she scrolled through the CCA?s 
Instagram feed, she noticed something 
familiar? nobody looked like her. Dr. Laleye 
urged us to do more to support Black 
chiropractors.

?Showing people that we are in these fields 
changes the narrative about what Black people 
can or cannot do,? she says. ?Part of our job is to 
strive to be brave and to take up these spaces so 
that people know that yes, we can thrive and we 
should be allowed to be here.?

With guidance from Dr. Kerr, she?s educating 
patients and others about overcoming 
stereotypes and had joined Bellwood?s 
diversity and inclusion committee. ?We?re lying 
to ourselves if we say we don?t hold 
stereotypes ? I hold them too,? she says. ?Real 
change will come about if we continue to put 
people in places where they experience Black 
people and disprove these stereotypes.?

Hopes for  t he fut ure

Dr. Laleye is passionate about chiropractic. 
She wants other Black women to feel the 
same. ?Don?t be afraid to let your light really 
shine,? she says. ?Don?t hold back because 
you?re afraid to be too much. One day I hope 
that the chiropractic profession starts to look 
more like the diverse population that Canada 
has. It?s only going to make patient care that 
much better.?

Feat ure st ory subm it t ed w it h t hanks t o t he 
Canadian Chiropract ic Associat ion
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Foot Levelers launch new 
rehabilitation website

Foot Levelers is proud to welcome health care 
professionals and the general public to its new 
rehabilitation website, which offers exciting and 
interactive resources showing patients how to 
perform rehabilitative exercises. The ultimate goal 
of this website is to provide patients access to safe, 
easy-to-follow exercises to help prevent and 
reduce pain.

The Foot Levelers Rehabilitation Website is a 
convenient education tool that?s packed with 
material ideal for incorporating into treatment 
care programs and sharing with patients. It?s 
designed to help patients learn more about their 
conditions and how to perform in-home rehab 
exercises for improved results and faster recovery. 
This helps support a holistic, non-invasive 
approach to wellness and healing naturally rather 
than through alternatives such as opioids or 
surgery.

The robust website has a wealth of informative 
rehab articles and videos that demonstrate the 
proper way to perform exercises and use 
equipment like the TRI-FLEX total body rehab 
system. Content is conveniently organized by 
different parts of the body like the feet, shoulders 
and spine with information on common conditions 
in those areas and their treatments. Some of those 
common conditions include plantar fasciitis, 
bursitis, knee pain, and low back pain. Website 
visitors seeking care can fill out a contact page to 
be referred to a Foot Levelers provider for 
treatment.

To develop the website, Foot Levelers partnered 
with esteemed chiropractors who shared their 
recommendations and insights, supervised the 
video shoots, and reviewed content before launch. 
The website was custom-built for use on multiple 
platforms, allowing users to conveniently access 

content from their smart phones, tablets, 
computers or other devices.

The website is a valuable tool for providing virtual 
care to patients in addition to or in lieu of office 
visits. With many people performing rehabilitation 
at home for social distancing and other reasons, 
the website is a convenient and easy way for them 
to access the information they need to do it 
successfully from wherever they are.

Bad posture and poor ergonomic conditions at 
home and work can contribute to joint pain and 
increase the risk for injury. Chiropractic care and 
rehabilitation combined with custom orthotics are 
a proven alternative for healing conditions that 
cause pain rather than just treating the pain itself.

?We created the Foot Levelers Rehabilitation 
Website to help health care professionals achieve 
the very best outcomes with rehabilitative care, by 
providing videos and information not available 
anywhere else,? explains Kent Greenawalt, 
Chairman and CEO of Foot Levelers, Inc. ?We?re 
excited about the benefits doctors and their 
patients will receive from this dynamic, easy-to-use 
website and are sure that it will contribute to 
improved healing and higher quality of life.?

Foot  Levelers, Inc.

Foot Levelers, Inc., the world?s premiere provider 
of custom orthotics and other therapeutic 
products, has been serving healthcare 
professionals for nearly 70 years. Foot Levelers 
supports every step patients take to enjoy fuller 
and happier lives at work, home, or play. Visit 
FootLevelers.com, like us on Facebook, and follow 
us on Twitter (@FootLevelers) and Instagram 
(@FootLevelers) to learn more about Foot Levelers.

https://www.footlevelers.com/conditions-rehab-exercises/
https://www.footlevelers.com/conditions-rehab-exercises/
https://www.footlevelers.com/conditions-rehab-exercises/
https://www.footlevelers.com/conditions-rehab-exercises/
https://www.footlevelers.com/conditions-rehab-exercises/
https://www.footlevelers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/footlevelers
https://twitter.com/FootLevelers
https://www.instagram.com/footlevelers/
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WFC participates in Philippines government congress

The Philippine Institute of 
Traditional and Alternative 
Healthcare (PITAHC), a division 
of the Department of Health, 
hosted a Congress in November 
2020 focusing on the theme of 
?The Relevance of Traditional and 
Complementary Medicine on the 
COVID-19 Pandemic?. 

Around 200 participants from 
disciplines including 
acupuncture, naturopathy, 
chiropractic, osteopathy, 
homeopathy, and Traditional 
Filipino Medicine attended the 
2-day congress. The WFC 
member for the Philippines, the 
Association of Professional 
Chiropractors of the Philippines 
(APCP) hosted a 2-hour 
breakaway session on Day 1, 
during which time the APCP also 
held its 2020 General Assembly. 

The breakaway session keynote 
speaker was APCP President Dr. 
Martin Camara, (pictured above) 
who spoke about the ?Value of 
Chiropractic in a COVID-19 
Pandemic?. His presentation was 
immediately followed by two 

reactors: Dr. Sid Sia, MD, Ph.D. 
and WFC Secretary-General Dr. 
Richard Brown, DC, LL.M.

Dr. Sia is the chair of the 
influential Healthcare 
Technology Assessment Council 
- Subcommittee on Traditional 
Medicine. This advisory body to 
the Philippines Department of 
Health and PhilHealth board of 
directors reviews traditional 
medicine healthcare 
technologies such as 
chiropractic.

Immediately following was 
another keynote speaker from 
Australia, Dr. Donald McDowall, 
who spoke on ?Palmer References 
on Chiropractic in the Philippines?. 
This highly informative 
presentation included 
information from various 
sources regarding the Filipino 
Graduate of the Palmer 
Chiropractic College in 1924, Dr. 
Leonila Ogbinar., a nursing 
graduate from the Mary 
Johnston School of Nursing in 
Manila in 1921 before 
proceeding to the USA for her 
chiropractic education. Also 
presented were references to BJ 
Palmer?s visit to the Philippines 
in 1924 and pictures of the early 
chiropractic programs existing in 
Manila during that period. 

Dr Richard Brown delivered an 
inspiring talk on the profession 
worldwide and the global work 
of the WFC. A description of the 
WFC's #BeEPIC campaign 
message and the guiding 
principles of the WFC were 
well-received by all.

Members of  APCP updated the 
AGM on new PITAHC guidelines 
for the practice of chiropractic. 
These include a limit on the 
number of chiropractic sessions 
which can be sold on as part of 
any prepayment package, a 
supervisory period of 6 months 
for new chiropractic registrants, 
and the process of registering 
chiropractic clinics and training 
centers. Closing remarks from 
the APCP president, Dr Camara, 
concluded the meeting.

In attendance was 
Director-General of PITAHC, Dr. 
Annabelle De Guzman, who 
commented that the session 
was  well organized, the 
speakers were knowledgeable, 
and that she learned a lot and 
appreciated the information 
provided. She expressed her 
support for chiropractic as part 
of the provision of healthcare 
for the citizens of the 
Philippines.

Dr Annabelle de Guzman, PITAHC 
Director General
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NCMIC to host controversial 
series about AMA plot to 
destroy chiropractic

Spies, code names, middle-of-the-night witness 
disappearances, the CIA ?  it sounds like the 
makings of a great espionage movie, but they?re all 
elements of the American Medical Association 
(AMA) plot to ?Contain & Eliminate? chiropractic.

NCMIC is excited to present a three-part webinar 
series telling the shocking story of how the 
American Medical Association schemed to contain 
and eliminate the chiropractic profession. Many of 
today?s professionals have no idea how the resulting 
Wilk v. AMA case directly impacted the way they 
practice today.

Guest speakers include Dr. Lou Sportelli, the 
recipient of incriminating documents sent by ?Sore 
Throat,? a man on the inside; George McAndrews, 
who deftly conquered opposing legal foes; and 
Howard Wolinsky, the author who brought it all 
together in the new book,Contain & Eliminate.

The webinar is being presented in three parts:

Par t  1: Scientologists, Spies, & the Economic 
Boycott Tuesday January 5th, 2021 2:00-2:40 central

Par t  2: Disappearing Witnesses, Appeals, & the Final 
Ruling Thursday January 7th, 2021 2:00-2:40 central

Par t  3: Live Q&A with the Men Who were There 
Tuesday January 12th, 2021 2:00-3:00 central

Register now at 
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/ncmic-webinars

Hong Kong chiropractor 
attracts backing of leading 
investors

The largest non-hospital medical group in 
Hong Kong has announced that the 
Company has entered into subscription 
agreements with Goldman Sachs, OrbiMed 
and Gaw Capital.

Dr Eric Chu DC, Co-owner and Chief Business 
Officer of Union Medical Healthcare said,"As 
Hong Kong's largest non-hospital medical 
service provider, we are committed to 

developing medical artificial intelligence by 
integrating multi-disciplinary services. In the 
precision medicine branch, we principally 
engage in the provision of one-stop 
chiropractic and wellness services in Greater 
Bay Area but have also expanded into a full 
range of medical and health services "

The Union Medical Healthcare team 
comprises more than 1,800 employees, 
including over 160 chiropractors, physicians, 
nurses, dentists, and pharmacists. Over 100 
data scientists apply advanced analytics to 
financial, clinical, and socio-economic data, 
while more than 100 design professionals 
build and deploy digital solutions.

Dr Eric Chu (left), co-owner and chief business officer of 
Union Medical Healthcare.

https://www.gotostage.com/channel/ncmic-webinars
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World Spine Care is bringing evidence-based, 
patient-centered spine care to under-served 
communities. It consists of three charities registered 
in the USA, UK, and Canada and is run almost 
exclusively by volunteers - the majority of whom are 
chiropractors.

This year has been challenging for everyone, but we 
are incredibly proud of what our community has 
been able to accomplish.Here are just a few of our 
successes.

WSC reviews  
highlights of 2020

Leading t he Developm ent  of  Evidence-Based 
Spine Care Research

The Global Spine Care Initiative entered Phase II, 
thanks to the support of the Skoll Foundation. 
The objective is to develop a model of care that 
would be implemented in multiple low- and 

middle-income communities. If successful, this 
model of care could revolutionize the way that 
spine care is delivered in under-served 
communities all over the world. For updates on 
this project, including an overview of Phase I, visit 
www.globalspinecareinitiative.org.

Building Sust ainable Com m unit ies and 
Educat ing Local Healt h Professionals

This year,we hosted our first webinar, ?Pain and 
Related Disability: Making the Vulnerable More 
Vulnerable?, as part of the Skoll Foundation?s 
annual World Forum.We also provided 
presentations to the Ontario Chiropractic 
Association and World Congress of Chiropractic 

http://www.globalspinecareinitiative.org
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WSC reviews highlights of 2020 (continued)

Students.On World Spine Day, we held a webinar 
discussion on the Societal and Economic Impacts 
of Spinal Disorders with some of the world?s 
leading experts on spine health.

To ensure patients with spine pain continued to be 
supported during the pandemic, World Spine Care 
released two separate guides to assist with 
Managing Back and Neck Pain in the Time of 
COVID-19. The Clinician Guide and the Patient 
Guide are available for free from our website.

Br inging Access t o Spine Care t o Underserved 
Com m unit ies Around t he Wor ld

In 2020, World Spine Care supported clinics in 3 
countries(Botswana, Dominican Republic, and 
India) in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.The 
Botswana Program Clinical Supervisor, Mufudzi 
Chihambakwe was redeployed to help screen and 
triage patients to support the increased volume 
due to coronavirus.The Dominican Clinic remained 
open until the Government-mandated closure, 
and our generous Clinical Supervisors continued 
to support the community for months.

This year, World Spine Care launched the Helping 

Hands Campaign,which challenges spine care 
providers to donate 54 dollars in honor of the 540 
million who suffer from low back pain worldwide. 
We are thrilled to have reached our goal of 
$10,000 by year-end.

Look ing Forward

Even though our clinics remained closed for the 
majority of the year, we are proud of the ways that 
we have continued to support the 
community.We?ve done it thanks to the continued 
generosity of our friends and colleagues who 
share our vision and believe in the power of 
education to build sustainable communities. Our 
sincere thanks to all of you.

Read about more of our achievements this year in 
our 2020 Year in Review.

Join Us!

Do you share our vision to improve lives in 
under-served communities through sustainable, 
integrated, evidence-based, spine care? If 
so,donate today, or consider volunteering in one 
of our clinics.

worldspinecare.org

https://www.worldspinecare.org/wsc-clinics/botswana/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/wsc-clinics/botswana/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/wsc-clinics/botswana/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/wsc-clinics/moca-project-dominican-republic/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/wsc-clinics/moca-project-dominican-republic/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/wsc-clinics/moca-project-dominican-republic/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/2020-year-in-review/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/2020-year-in-review/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/2020-year-in-review/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/2020-year-in-review/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/take-action/donate/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/take-action/volunteer/
https://www.worldspinecare.org/take-action/volunteer/
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Ontario chiropractors supported by provincial association 
during Covid-19 pandemic

In Canada, herculean efforts 
have been made to tackle the 
COVID-19 pandemic both at 
national and provincial level. The 
Ontario Chiropractic Association 
(OCA) is the largest provincial 
association, contributing to over 
half of the nation's 
chiropractors.

Under the leadership of the OCA 
Board and CEO, a COVID-19 
Working Group was established 
to support members, 
comprising seven chiropractors 
and subject experts. The OCA's 
Member Support Lead, Linda 
Baldasio was appointed to 
manage the many member 
enquiries that have been 
submitted during the period of 
the pandemic. 

The OCA mobilized early to 
tackle the emerging pandemic, 
with critical information and 
health measures communicated 
quickly. Member enquiries also 
flooded in, with Linda routing 
them to appropriate experts 
amd ensuring prompt feedback. 
Daily email bulletins and social 
media communications ensured 
members were kept updated, 
both proving popular with 
members working to cope with 
dramatic changes to normal 
clinic operations and leading to 
an all-time high member 
satisfaction level of 96%. In 
March, the OCA launched a 
COVID-19 Resources and 

Support Facebook Group. 
During both the first and second 
waves of the pandemic, this 
resource has proved extremely 
popular. 

With the province of Ontario 
declaring a state of emergency, 
and a full lockdown declared, 
chiropractors were alarmed not 
to have been listed as essential 
workers and acute healthcare 
providers. With prompt action 
from the OCA's Government 
Relations Team and the College 
of Chiropractors of Ontario, the 
Ontario Premier 's Office quickly 
revised the list to include 
chiropractors. Many practices 
remained closed for non-urgent 
care, opening only for 
emergencies. The OCA COVID-19 
Working Group recommended 
the creation of a phased 
approach to keeping members 
informed and assisting them  in 
planning for return to practice.

The OCA also developed its 
"Better Health In Any Space" 
campaign. A video and local 
media outreach told the story of 
neuromusculoskeletal health 
during the pandemic. This 
included examples of 
chiropractors supporting front 
line nursing staff.

Linda Baldasio reflects on her 
experience to date: " I take 
immense satisfaction in being 
part of our Member 
Engagement Team," she 

commented. "During the early 
weeks of the pandemic, this 
amazing team received six times 
the number of queries 
compared to the same time a 
year ago. But truly, reading the 
600 plus positive feedback from 
our members was the greatest 
feeling of all. I have been doing 
this job for more than 15 years 
at the OCA and to work at 
something for that long you 
really have to enjoy what you're 
doing. I love being the face - and 
voice- of our organization and 
being able to talk and respond 
to members is a privilege."

"Just like our OCA Champions 
featured during the pandemic, it 
is our dedicated chiropractors 
who make the difference in the 
lives of Ontarians. We make sure 
they have everything they need 
to be successful when helping 
others to be healthy during this 
truly difficult time."

Linda Baldasio, OCA Member 
Support Lead



65



66

WORLD NEWS

F4CP predicts 2021 to be an historic 
year for chiropractic on a global scale.

After a whirlwind of a year, the 
Foundation for Chiropractic 
Progress (F4CP), a not-for-profit 
organization comprised of more 
than 29,000 members globally all 
dedicated to educating the public 
about the value of chiropractic, is 
beyond excited to celebrate 2021 
with its brand-new Optimizing 
Performance with Chiropractic 
Care campaign in honor of the 
upcoming Summer Olympics this 
July.

The Foundation will be airing a 
historical, 30 second chiropractic 
TV commercial FIVE TIMES on 
NBC Networks during the 2021 
Summer Olympics (special 
thanks to the National Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners for 
helping to make this possible!), 
reaching more than 204 million 
viewers!All Foundation members 
will receive early access to the 
commercial in a tiered structure, 
with gold members receiving the 
file first and lower levels receiving 
in the months to follow. If you are 
not already a gold member and 
would like to upgrade to receive 
early access to the :30 second 
Olympics commercial, visit 
www.f4cp.org/upgrade

In addition, all members will be 
receiving access to our 
brand-new poster and social 
media video testimonial 
campaign featuring past and 
current Olympians touting their 
positive experiences with 
chiropractic care and how it has 

impacted their health and 
performance.

Each month moving forward, the 
Foundation will release a series 
of three athletes? posters to 
members, along with video 
testimonials. To access the video 
testimonials, you?ll need to follow 
along on the Foundation?s social 
media pages, as they will be 
exclusively shared there.

In addition, the Foundation has 
just launched a brand-new 
podcast series, Adjusted Reality, 
this month. In this series 
Foundation President and 
Adjusted Reality host Dr. Sherry 
McAllister will speak with 
professional athletes, celebrities, 
actors, healthcare professionals, 
wellness experts and influencers 
about their health and lifestyle 
experiences. With so many 
consumers searching for ways to 
enhance their quality of life, 
please share the podcast with 
your patients as each episode 
will explore the ingredients to 
living a strong, healthy and 
vibrant life.

To listen to and subscribe to the 
podcast, visit: 
https://adjustedreality.buzzsprout.com/

And lastly, if you haven?t already 
heard ? last year, the Foundation 
announced a brand-new 
membership initiative to 
generate positive media 
opportunities outside of the 
United States -- Global F4CP. 
Global F4CP offers marketing 

membership benefits to Global 
Leaders of chiropractic 
organizations outside of the U.S.

Global F4CP launched as a follow 
up to the F4CP?s successful 
Group Membership initiative 
established in the U.S., which 
hosts 39 U.S. State Associations 
and their members who are 
enrolled in this program.

Extending beyond 
implementation, Global Leaders 
can utilize the Foundation?s 
material to promote their 
Association as an expert 
chiropractic resource in their 
region, to build relationships with 
other providers, educate 
consumers and develop media 
contacts in their area.

Global Leaders accept 
responsibility to vet each 
resource to ensure accuracy in 
their country/district/province, 
and translate all material before 
disseminating to their 
membership.

To learn more about Global F4CP 
Membership, visit 
www.f4cp.org/global.

If  you are a m em ber  of  your  
region?s chiropract ic 
associat ion and are int erest ed 
in t he benef it s of  Global F4CP, 
please connect  t he leadership 
of  your  associat ion t o F4CP 
Market ing Manager  Megan 
Gilson at  m egan@f4cp.com for  
addit ional det ails about  
enrollm ent .

http://www.f4cp.org/upgrade
https://adjustedreality.buzzsprout.com/
http://www.f4cp.org/global
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PREMIER CORPORATE PARTNER
Logan University ? USA

PLATINUM CORPORATE PARTNERS
Activator Methods International ? USA

Chiropractic Economics ? USA

Dynamic Chiropractic Magazine ? USA

Human Touch ? USA

International Board of Chiropractic Examiners ? 
USA

Palmer College of Chiropractic ? USA

Parker University ? USA

DIAMOND CORPORATE PARTNERS
Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College ? Canada

Erchonia ? USA

Foot Levelers ? USA

National Board of Chiropractic Examiners ? USA

The American Chiropractor ? USA

GOLD CORPORATE PARTNERS
Biofreeze/Performance Health Inc. ? USA

Northwestern Health Sciences University ? USA

Serola Biomechanics, Inc. ? USA

SILVER CORPORATE PARTNERS
Canadian Chiropractic Protective Assn ? Canada

ChiroFusion LLC ? USA

ChiroHealth USA - USA

Dee Cee Laboratories, Inc. ? USA

International Medical University, Chiropractic 
Program ? Malaysia

New York Chiropractic College ? USA

New Zealand Chiropractic Board - New Zealand

The Royal College of Chiropractors ? UK

University of Bridgeport - College of Chiropractic ? 
USA

University of Western States ? USA

BRONZE CORPORATE PARTNERS
Alberta College & Association of Chiropractors ? 
Canada

Belgian Chiropractors' Union ? Belgium

College of Chiropractic Sciences ? Canada

Elite Chiropractic Tables ? Canada

Federation of Canadian Chiropractic ? Canada

Four Star Industries Pte Ltd - Singapore

Japanese Association of Chiropractors ? Japan

Kiropraktorernes Videnscenter - Denmark

KCS Association - Japan

Madrid College of Chiropractic-RCU? Spain

National University of Health Sciences ? USA

Nutri-West ? USA

Rocketee - Taiwan

Sommeil Terre Pte Ltd - Singapore

Southern California University of Health 

Sciences ? USA

Thumper Massager ? Canada

WonderDoc, LLC - USA

THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE AND EDUCATIONAL PARTNERS 
FOR THEIR GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT
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THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS FOR THEIR 
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT

INDIVIDUAL PLATINUM SUPPORTER 
(US$2000)

William E. Morgan, DC ? USA

INDIVIDUAL GOLD SUPPORTER 

(US$750)

Eric Chun Pu Chu, DC ? Hong Kong

INDIVIDUAL SILVER SUPPORTERS 

(US$500)

Boo Gordon Kuo, DC - Malaysia

Haldeman Scott, DC, MD, PhD ? USA

Kuwaoka Toshifumi, Mr - Japan

Whitman Larry, DC ? Australia

BRONZE INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS 

(US$180)

Adra Tarek, DC ? USA

Aldrich Bruce, DC ? USA

Anderson Kris, DC ? USA

Anosov Oleg, DC - USA

Aymon Michel, DC ? Switzerland

Bair-Patel Nikhil, DC ? Canada

Bisiacchi Debra, DC - USA

Borges Sira, DC, MD ? Brazil

Brackenbury Wade, DC ? Vietnam

Carey Paul, DC ? Canada

Carter Catherine, DC ? Canada

Chapman-Smith David,  LLB ? Canada

Craig Stuart and Leonie, DC ? New Zealand

Culbert Gregory M., DC ? USA

Donato Phillip, DC ? Australia

El Sangak Hussein, DC, MD ? USA

El Sangak Omar, DC, MD ? Egypt

Engelbrecht Reg, DC ? South Africa

Enix Dennis, DC ? USA

Errington Timothy, DC ? Singapore

Faye Leonard, DC ? USA

Fong Anthony Wai Yuen, DC - Indonesia

Green Bart, DC ? USA

Greenwood Dean, DC ? Canada

Heese Glen, DC ? USA

Johannessen Espen. DC ? Norway

Johnson Claire, DC ? USA

Kil Vivian, DC - Netherlands

Kopansky-Giles Deborah, DC - Canada

Lepien Rose, DC - USA

Ling Kok Keng, DC ? Singapore

McNabb Brent, DC ? USA

Moss Jean, DC, MBA ? Canada

Murphy Donald R., DC ? USA
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THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS FOR THEIR 
GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT

BRONZE INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS 

(US$180) (CONTINUED)

Napuli Jason, DC, MBA - USA

Papadopoulos Stathis, DC ? Cyprus

Pick Jacqueline, DC - USA

Sosna Janet Ruth, DC ? Singapore

Stewart Gregory, DC ? Canada

Takeyachi Kei, DC ? Japan

Tao Cliff, DC, DACBR ? USA

Taylor Michael K, DC ? USA

Thomson Keith, DC ? Canada

Tonner Gitte, DC ? Netherlands

Truuvaart Gerly, DC ? Estonia

Tuck Nathaniel, DC ? USA

Vallone Sharon, DC, DICCP ? USA

Vaughan Bruce, DC ? Hong Kong SAR

Wiles Michael, DC ? USA

Williams John, DC ? Italy

Have you considered becoming an 
individual supporter of the WFC?

- Our Individual Supporters are committed to supporting the 
vision, mission and principles of the World Federation of 
Chiropractic.

- From as litt le as US$180, you can be a named Individual 
Supporter, knowing that your contribution is helping to advance 
chiropractic around the world.

- Register as an Individual Supporter today!

E. info@wfc.org
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