[image: image1.png]


Dear Friends and Colleagues:
In my President’s Message in March I addressed the importance of our support for the Brazilian Chiropractic Association (ABQ) in Brazil, where fewer than 200 chiropractors are facing 95,000 physiotherapists pressing the government for legislation to recognize chiropractic as a specialty in their profession.  I now thank you for your excellent response, provide a summary report, and ask for further assistance – from everyone but particularly from those member associations and individuals who have not yet contributed.

From my initial letter to you, summarizing the exceptional circumstances in Brazil that have led to a WFC fundraising campaign, a list of those who have made generous donations, and the donation form, please go to the Newsroom at www.wfc.org.

The WFC set an initial fundraising target of US$100,000, and has currently received $88,329, the most recent large donation being $10,000 from the Norwegian Chiropractic Association.  A total of $61,297 has been sent to the ABQ for expenses submitted.  Costs relate to preparation and printing of publications, meetings and travel.  Major ongoing monthly costs relate to professional, political/marketing consultants retained since March and support costs for Dr. Evergisto Souto, the ABQ member who has moved to Brasilia to lead the legislation campaign fulltime until the end of the year.

With this fulltime presence and expertise in Brasilia, which has only been possible because of your support, there has been strong progress.  There have been productive meetings with leaders of all political parties, who have received the WHO Guidelines in Portuguese.  The Ministry of Health now has a much better understanding of the chiropractic profession and is currently arranging a joint meeting of the ABQ, representing the chiropractic profession and the COFFITTO, representing the physiotherapists.  A first public education meeting was held in Brasilia in May, a second is planned for November.  All of this is in support of an ABQ sponsored Chiropractic Bill that has passed Committee hearings but must now go for vote by the Camara (Lower House) and Senate (Upper House).  While there is strong opposition from the PTs, there is no such opposition from the medical and other health care professions.  The WFC is in communication with the World Confederation of Physical Therapy (WCPT) explaining that it is wrong in principle and against the interests of the international PT profession for Brazilian PTs to be claiming to be chiropractors.

However, ongoing and monthly costs mean that we should now set a next target of at least $125,000 is we are to support the ABQ through to the new year.  Please give now.  I bring you the thanks of Dr. Ricardo Fujikawa, ABQ Past-President, Dr. Juliana Piva, ABQ President elected this month, Dr. Sira Borges, Chair, ABQ Legislative Commission and Dr. Evergisto Souto.
Thank you for your time and consideration and support.  Please be as generous as you can.
Sincerely,
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Gerard W. Clum, D.C.

President
